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exits and entrances 
to rushdie's sentences 

The following is poet Fred Wah's 
response to the death sentence currently 
threatening novelist Salmon Rushdie 
because of his controversial book. The 
Satanic Verses. Fred Wah is one of 
Western Canada's most recognized 

poets and literary critics. 

By FRED WAH 
O N E . What i f the phcmic blasted 

page so what was once transparent 
appeared an eye-spot burn ing paper 
you know w i th the sun and a magnify­
ing glass erasing words instead o f 
an theming another sp i r i tua l mirage 
imaged fate as predictable as a butter­
fly's f l ight plan. 

T W O . A scent o f the fa l l sheer 
memory snow smells me l tdown this 
Everest morph more aperiodic than 
withershins and less l ikely resentment 
unioned by belief as a series o f words 
than in the middle o f junc ture not 
standing l ike dawn hammers over the 
Himalayas but a f lap-and-squawk v-
line of geese. 

T H R E E . I f you could acquire a 
migrant inv is ib i l i ty in exchange for, 
say, s ixty seconds, and that minute 
earth 's con ten ts recover m o u l t i n g 
capabi l i ty as wel l as faded anger w i t h 
the presto amoebean verses then walk* 
ing forever instead o f gett ing i t back for 
noth ing might t u r n the whi teout to 
remuda and you 'd at least have hooves 
for tracks. 

F O U R . Paratasein choice cut pick­
led and un knowing gravel to be one o f 
the condit ions o f such mo t i on slipp/ed 
f r o m the pleasing though numb ing 
eutaxia-tatooed sameness instead of. 

F I V E . Is this an attempt to crack 
spin or a catalytic sugar made up to 
co t ton the sweet uses o f adversity w i t h 
story's " t h e n " planted in those spaces 
instead o f poetry's t imed gaze pivoted 

on possibility as opposed to prose's loss 
and what is measure point ing at i f not 
the quaquaversal heat mountained up 
and spooned as dancing. 

S IX . The sign o f the t u r n plowed 
back into place as this wor ld wheel 
scoops out preact ion i n a t w i n k l e 
circumcizes heart such typhoon has no 
seersucker no mi lk no sugar. 

S E V E N . I f t h i s r e n o v a t i o n o f 
memory turns out to be derimage and 
we have to steer for the new wor ld yet 
again in an elenxis o f substitution then 
wha t now when the serial is on ly 
cinema and lists are needed before any 
act ion other than fishing which is best 
when it just is and not for anything. 

E I G H T . Au thor i t y w i thout text an 
i l lus ion to master the distant and dis­
solving perimeter w i thout search or 
gove rnment escaped con ta ine r i sm 
offers the tyranny o f hot stuff contra­
band and never conquered wi thout the 
f i x o r need for dromenon w i thout the 
hook. 

N I N E . What drew river to share 
earth neither overtaking word was old 
scratch upon the wor ld root radical 
that makes us taste like licorice unless 
you're white try ginger. 

T E N . One reason why decimal was 
spotted on both sides of the centum/ 
satam line was l ike the fai l ing angel 
concurrently sighted w i th the same 
combinat ion or polar i ty o f surrender 
to the hieros except for the b i rd clouds 
interception of those tattooed letters 
r ising f rom the city and maybe even 
this k ind of patching of the rag. 

E L E V E N . So there's this straight 
l ine to the question o f hunger no way 
around the correct posturing of rule or 
guide me o righteousness not to answer 
but middle voice clot plugged w i th 
love-stutter simply wide need. 

T W E L V E . A t first anguish sqeezed 
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Writer Rick Bowers continued the reading of Salmon Rushdie's T h e Satanic 
Verses at the U. of A. last month. Members of the literary community took 
turns reading from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. Photo by Bernadette Giblin. 

news out o f a hostile terminology for 
red ye l low black and brown but pretty 
soon languages become mouths o f 
pa in fu l non- t in t j a rgon pok ing into the 
dream and then a l l o f a sudden w i th 
snare-drum crackl ing that heave o f gut 
and protest untumbies the lock and 
kapow! 

T H I R T E E N . Sans souci the tongue 
hunts descript ion unt i l each morpheme 
gains kinaesthesis and then sharp 
mot i on pictures the memorable rous­
ing as smoke or at least poked co lour 
when smoked red. 

F O U R T E E N . Scope out the para-
grams ahead and see i f the divine isn't 
inhabited by some once-upon-a-time 
i n t e n t i o n negot iable by a shh shh 
creeping up on curiosity as a k ind o f 

c a m p g r o u n d lu re or k i c k th e can 
espionage chance-cast i n t o the emic 
abacus crying alley alley home free or 
any other text-spect (in-spect, re-sped, 
ex-pect). 

F I F T E E N . After a whi le op in i on 
becomes fierce burn ing and no longer 
dream has itself straight on how far 
f r om the cedar home is nor cou ld 
noth ing come in pieces even though 
tainted such dexter i ty i n the w o r l d 
tree's branches takes ho ld and a l l you 
can do is shake v io lent ly these l i t t l e 
boxes for books. 

S I X T E E N . A t least precious peace 
and the Fr iday saphire are s t i l l pupa 'd 
into the sanctuary o f message where 
anima equals the last bark o f j oy . 
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