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Language is the Throne of the Other. 

- ROBIN BLASER Vla JACQUES LAGAN 



.\ l.\Tl EDir1Rs POl·TRf 

.].\:'\1 :E ll.\Pl L, 

1 . \pl l T F L \ l L. \ ' I 'l 

PRO. R & DR.L\L l 

\\'E D\' PI :KELL 

I ILL ,· ~ ll E l ~ll l -: KER 

BL' L L :'\IA ' A , ! R L :11E . \ \ I Tl I 

A CR y EL 

13 'CRI \LI a~ R TZL FF 

K . \I 1-,. K.J 

T I fL .' \ ' IE\\' i jJ1LbliJh ·d t i i · n 1 ar from 

'a /J1/a11 0 ,,'oll J; .!f '"5 Pu ·ll H a 1 orth l 'an ou · r~ BritiJh 

CJl lJ 11/na, ,,'a11ada. \fr l ro(dm t d1tium and r jnints ar availabl · 

1 11 Xtro' f ' 11 ' trHl • \J i 10/t/1111, 111n A rbur, \Ii higan . 

·11 IL \1'11. \ .' RL\ ' IE\\ a A.11 0 vi ·dg !I tlu· a5 i\tan c of Th · 

ad ( (',,,/, /Ju a/>1!tt 10 : !lt 1·. 'turlntt So 1f'l 1, and th , 

JI lll I Ill 111 ( i !I I I IJl 0 II . 

'' z i I ti 111 /·di 1 at /lt·ab o r 

111 wni d 11 • " H lf-ruldr f' t rl r·11 v lo /JI' 

wl u· I• lUt1 j J0 11; fJ/}11·1 t e 

J It l l. 

Ill I 1t11l tllj!, 



No. 6 FALL 1974 

CONTENTS 

Two Prose Pieces 5 Maxine Gadd 

Four Mini-Fictions 8 John Lowry 

Preparing 14 Beverley Simons 

Body Art 25 Nora Blanck 

29 Robin Blaser Section 

30 Origin 

31 ''Luck Unluck One Luck" 

35 The Metaphysics of Light 

61 Bibliography 

Life Style Art 63 Cathie Falk 

Four Sanskrit Love Poems 70 John Newlove 

Fertilizing the Continent 74 Joyce Carol Oates 

Inhaling Light 75 Douglas Blazek 

Billy the Kid (' s Woman) 76 Leslie Keyworth 

Pyramids 78 Daryl Rasmussen 

Looking Ahead 80 David Wilk 

Poem 82 Penny Chalmers 

Against 84 Susan Musgrave 

The Voices 86 Brett Enemark 

Three Pictograph Versions 89 Fred Wah 

Four Poems 92 Maxine Gadd 

100 Contributors 

COVER 

Dante Kit Barker 
(Courtesy collection of 
Robin Blaser) 



Fred Wah I 

THREE PICTOGRAPH VERSIONS 
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See those animals 
I think moose browsing 
in the grass just across the lake 

and tvvo of us dressed up as grass 
thin out three to the north end 
and stop them there like this. 
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See the arrow? 
Even the beetles go. 
And the birds, birds 
something equal or familiar 
twice, a two 
such as a man and a lake 
a place, the place 
one can come back to. 
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There's a picture up Dog Creek 

of a hullabaloo. 
The basalt face remembers the event 

with the insignia of a chickadee 

and a constipated ant 
who illustrated for a whole family 

the dangers of a mountain lion 
waiting down the path for dinner 

so they didn' t. 

91 



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS 

{ liv in \ i t ri but h., penl nu 1nl r f ' · 1 

in \ r publi · tic n · n i ·L f un · of th· ll'l'I/ ( Blew 

intm nt r Ila h laaa (1 l '\\' intm nt 1 1 · ) Pra ti al 

l'noi l dg · (print I in l at Int 1111 li. ) · n I. n is. u · f ti 

(I 71 publi h db · B rt1 nd L .. h n · ) . ' I t cam· in. cit ·am" f11~l 

cl in I 14 '' ik I )' Wm 11, lit ·c.1 b 

'h Im r ·. 

\ i \\' ) '01k' iit·r, ' ' ho has ptt\i u I pul li..,h d 

'alifornia um! rl ', fl' ork1 11 I R ti ;[a 1 I cad 'f 1111· l' pit'ccs 

ll·ni ntall·d 'andaI. urd. 

B. \' }:, ) LEY .. L r . \\ 'Ill to l nd1 · and J- J' 'Ul to l'lll ounu·1 11 a t i\ • 

h •.J. r ·th ·1 • .i11 I [ u11 I tll<' · p ·11 ·1a · )J<l\\ ·1 ful. 11 ·1 pla: 

; abda11 c · was pi due ·d i11 I< )< b . Ldl ollll J l.1ck ' tl A 

'01.l lfljJOrai ·1 ht al It r1i. ~( 11pt I Ill>\\ i11 I I tit I'' i11 i11' with 

Jal 11bo1 k ,u d h · h.1 ju l .idapt I it 101 ( I J adio • I 1 • Si111011 . 

i bri11 •i11' uut 111 

J 'arr! .. u tum ·it tlw 
1 I' tl ,,ull111 · lit1'/<J )'<J 1 1 HC '. 

U J l'I ) I 7 l. 



ROBIN BLASER grew up in Idaho and studied in Berkeley (Ernst 
Kantarowicz, the mediaeval scholar, was one of his teachers ) , where 
he was acti e in a group of poets that included Jack Spicer and 
Robert Duncan . He has lived in Vancouver since 1966 (he became a 
Canadian citizen in 1972 ) where he still lives, teaching at Simon 
Fraser University, editing ( two issues of Pacific Nation appeared in 
1967 and 1969 ) , and writing. His new book Image-Nations 1-12 & 
The Stadium of the Mirror is due from Ferry Press (London, 
England ) this year. He has also been editing The Collected Books of 

Jack Spicer which, with an essay titled "The Practice of Outside," 
Black Sparrow Press will be bringing out next year. In November he 
gave a reading at Capilano College in the 1974-1975 Poetry Reading 

Series. 

GA THIE FALK, one of British Columbia's best known sculptors, 
has exhibited often in one-woman and group shows. Her most 
important recent exhibitions were in Pacific Vibrations at the 
Vancouver Art Gallery (Fall 1973 ) , and a one-woman show in Paris 
(Spring 19 7 4 ) arranged through The Department of External 

Affairs. 

JOHN NEWLOVE is now writer-in-residence at Loyola College in 
M ontreal, where he continues to write, edit, and teach. In October 
he read at Capilano College as part of the 1974-1975 Poetry Reading 

Series. 

JOYCE CAROL OATES, an internationally acclaimed novelist and 
poe t, continues to maintain an interest in little magazines. She has 
recen tly worked with others to start a new private bi-annual, 
The O ntario R eview, published in Windsor, Ontario, where she also 
teaches at the U ni ersity. "Fertilizing the Continent" is from her 

for thcoming book of poems, The Fabulous Beasts. 
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DOUGLAS BLAZEK is an American poet living in Sacramento, 

California. He has edited a number of little magazines over the years, 

and has been affiliated with COSMEP. His last book was Skull juices 

(Twowindows Press, 1970 ) . 

LESLIE KEYWORTH is a student at The University of British 

Columbia. This is her first appearance in print. 

DARYL RASMUSSEN is a student at Capilano College where he is 

now majoring in English and Biology, having taken courses in 

Creative Writing the previous year. This is his first publication. 

DAVID WILK lives in Carrboro, North Carolina, where he edits 

Truck (Box 86, Carrboro) , the last issue of which included his 

"Notes Towards a Phenomenology of Landscape." He is planning to 

bring out a winter issue dedicated to the work of the late 

Lorine Niedecker. 

PENNY CHALMERS, whose first book, Bearing Down, was 

published by Coach House Press, has been organizing the reading 

series at A Space Gallery in Toronto, and will be initiating a branch 

series in Victoria this November. Her poem in this issue comes from 

a new manuscript titled trance/arm. 

SUSAN MUSGRAVE read at Capilano College last Spring as part 

of that season's Poetry Reading Series. She continues to live in 

Victoria. Her recent book, Grave Dirt & Selected Strawberries 

(Macmillan ) , appeared earlier this year. 



BRETT ENEMARK is from Prince George (Lheitli ) but has been 

living intermittently in Vancouver since 1965. He is currently 

attending Simon Fraser University is a student of Robin Blaser's, 

and with others is editing Iron (323 Semlin Drive, Vancouver ) . A 

double issue of Iron ( 15-16) is scheduled to appear late this year. 

FRED WAH, who "grew up on the shores of the Kootenay'' and did 

graduate work at Albuquerque and Buffalo (where he co-edited 

Magazine of Further Studies and Niagard Frontier Review ), now 

lives in South Slocan and teaches at Selkirk College. His most recent 

publications are Among (Coach House Press, 1972 ), Tree (Writing 

Series # 9, Vancouver Community Press, 1972 ) and Earth 

(Curriculum of the Soul #6, Institute of Further Studies, Buffalo, 

1974 ) . He edits the mimeo mag Scree and has most recently been 

writing a series of poems based on the pictographs recorded in 

John Corner's Pictographs in the Interior of B.C. 

The Editors of The Capilano Review would like to thank 

BEVERLEY REID for the magnificent and pains aking work she 

did in making the initial transcript (some 70 pages ) of the 

Robin Blaser tapes for The Metaphysics of Light. We would also like 

to thank DOUG BJORKMAN for kindly allowing us to use his 

photographs of Robin Blaser. 
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