DISPLACE

A Journal of Poetry & Translation

|

Martin Spinell/F.T. Marinetti: Battle
Pierre Joris: From The Notebooks
William R. Howe: fr om a#'s

Fred Wah: China Journdl

Buffalo, NY
1997




Fred Wah

China Journal

Auq 13796 1:45 pm Vapoouver Alzport
Boed - irg!

“Deed time” critigues the cil engineer whowarks in Lilya 35 an 35 off of flyirg.
Now, a caple days later at Gate 83 flight delayed an hawr for Beijing, Ipickwpar
muble araurd that notion of *dead” time and with Dead Man movie rescnating in
kadkogrand alang with “what if dying means you are dead already.”

The flowkbadk into Chira and black hair. That visage, et of re ot of thet little
klood part of me — does it matter which part - gerter, geantity. The custars agat, a
youg Vancouver Chinese-Canadian guy': “I was expecting sarecne Chinese - hut
you shouldn’t assure” he raminds himself when he sees me. Withaut even such
mincr aapliceticns (reminders) of idatity, expectations, gopearance, what would
that ke like. Do Gecrge Bowering and Vic Colaran ever wander about tharselves in
that way, ever test ar qestion their skin ar rnanes against a amof race?

960814 8cm Beidi

I'mmet at airport by Chinese Ministry of Qulture perscn, ZhangMin. She getsme to
hotel and helps dhange sare money . We have tea inny roam and she explains that
Xi Chuen hass agreed to interpret and help me meet poets I've menticned in proposal .
After sare phre calls she says she an'’t reach him. He calls after ste’s gre, his
Hyglish is fairly good; he suggests we get together inmomirg.

Trying to jurp the jet-lag. Nice roanan 11th flr of Beijinghtel, posh. Just wart for
valk up Wargfirjing. I strained to find the familiar; anstruction, Macdrald’s, may
degoartiert: stares, nunbling denges since Iwas here in ‘8l. Adcars, aars, cars. Bt
still 1ots of higcles. Yaian by just dot aything. Ty save bottledweter, beer,

ad instart noadles.

960815 9:30 am

Mice walk this maming franhotel sart of looking far street food hreskfast and
fird it over cn Dogsi Beidajie where I teve a_very greesy beenpeste kall (at
least recoonizabile framhare) ard a kind of rolled pancake filled with rice noodles



ad wcptables - exellat. I herve two of them fox Syeen (abot §1) I'msilat, o
lagrce, so I just poirt adgestre. Nice now that the Chinese are used to foreigners
ad thexe's vexy little ganking to axtendwith. In fact, I'mnow the ane ching nost

Waiting fr Xi Chuan to showup at ny hetel mntoyakabatpcsihﬂitiesin
Beijing - who tomeet, how to hardle the city, etc. thiastoaé(himd:nn:d'n
artairmat ad presat anstmrtion of Chinese poetic language.

Wk talk fix ashile in the room, drirk tea, fee] e ancther at abat poetyy, util I
realize he's a ader ad I sxgest wegoak for tea and/axr lunch. Very hot and
humid as we walk up east sicbofm'gﬁxjirgmjie]aidrgfcrplxnmeat. He finds

Yu Jian and many cther poets, general sense of poetxy in China. He menticns Yu
Jian's “Zexo Doamert” (Yu Jian gives e a apy of _File Zexo , a ollection of
postcard images and poars, later in Krming), a long poem that he thinks is
inpxtatbxwimv&ﬁdﬂecbem't necessarily agree.

wrderful walk back to hetel takling ot *ailtire, * which he thirks is too split
between high and low. We make arrangements for tarrrow when he will take me to
}ﬁssdmlama—kniarycfktsmmtwssﬂglid\-atmaimt, late
afterrom.

Tmight T go back to Dorgsi. Beidhjie. Gears to be a better food styeet . T find a pretty
gxﬂrescanat—tx:ﬁmimalano,pla:ecfe@]at, potatoss, green pepers, rice,
beexr - 25vy. (little over $4) plus nice yourg waiter from Harbiin who speaks Erglish
ad is happy to try it at anme. Hadin, rorthern, adsine. I dich't try the dnplings

Leens over ard down to his roodles and shaps.

Lift my bowd tony lips, sip.

Brirgs his face down to thebowl an the takhle, tilts it sligtly, addowels ad
shaps the roodles ad ligud into hismathwith roise, fullness, fillress.

We eye esch other, watch axr esting.

Sare nocdles.

uttlebzgarhysatmmthzirmﬂmmdemxnigt@ﬁnm

jab rello hellomarey, pick at ny aurs, legs, step in the weyy, hey oney, money’.
No. Now here, too.

Te's sy strest carer inher tigt lagvhite dress ard slithers all over him, o
diirt, aewat, tigt hmy, lagvhite cigarette between teeth, they flash them-
aelues at in the aod as flady vhiteresses, hot ard testy Beijirg nigt.



Iwalk alag Gang‘an Jie towards Tierarmen ard I guess I set ypnore of a differ-
ence thenm usual, wearing nmy Dorfiten Crusher felt hat. Agy acnabach letsat a
really strag auile, alost lagh, so that I anile rigt kack at himhut walking anay
feel bad alaut doing that, Eroving kadk to himmy aan place of potency, white, now
I anwhite adact it at in the face/smile of this gy who’s Just noticed difference
ad let it axk, his aan, sare social place, there, cnabaxh, the heat andhumidity
tanmmec thraghat the city over us, heads testing the difference.

Chen Dongdong
LiuManliu
Meng Lang

Mo Fei

Mo Mo

Wang Jiaxin

Xi Cuan

Xue Di

YuJian

Zai Yaning

Zhang Zhen

Zhao Qicng

Zhen Danyi

Zou Jingzi

Lu Yimin (waran in business)

Wang Jing, Sheo Caiyu (Shanghai)

Questians far Xi Chaan:

-y psaxdayn? (LiuJuen is real nane)

-what o wauld yau include in an anthology of axtarparary poetry? (list
adnoe?)

=D is inportant to yau in the Chinese language?

-Hang Karng-Taiwanese poets?

- which of Wang Ping’s writers arewaren (River City)

-areyauat all irterested in borowing fams (gazal, waniki, etc.) francther
alhres?

-Do yau adopt older Chinese fanms?
Gerstrntion ar arsuction of thehnly, the ault-ish, the ideal, reMidelle
Yg:espnetry}meaytl’ﬁrgtod:withsociald'arge?




Sre's riding a bike ad wearing lace gloves.

Non - at mmmmwmmmmwmm&
vegetahles. Thegirl snugles withny Pglish -and T feel quilty for anly having thet,
inposing ny lack.

Nice quiet restarart (it w/ msac) -wrth the extaa fewyen.

Beellat hrrhof vegtailes (ot toogreesy) , stir-fried lethxe, tofuw/ scallicars,
muoos, 1ots of garlic, rice (slightly urpolished) .

Qtside hoycle stad - he’s paid under yi yuen.

Care art of the cafe, mushroaming
humid back into the het day
peramat ratyal desert, havk
irtothe g tter sty gbrice cagt
threet polhtion,

Axten face
in face she’s at me anrs akindo
mimirg ro-1o ad finger scolds
acyoss ny epes, distated ttrg es
all her lagage badkdrg up her bock
of tidets ald citizn cdre styest ap
ten yuen (ck firally uderstard)
~ fired fox gpittirg inBedjirg



960817 Satupdhy Beiiing 3515

Tim Lillbm who put me in touch with her and Xi Chuan) aut to Xi Chuan’s roamat
the Arts Acedany in suldos, towerd airport. Taxi thirty-five yuen eechway . St
arard his geartiment (ane roam, porch, bathroanw/ wall shower, small kitchenw/
washing machine, closet whexe he writes) aewall linedw/ bodks. He says village is
dirty bt e plans touse all that dirt inhiswriting, We talkmostly aoot my writing -
he has questians - (I think I talk toomudh, I snuldhave thegestias) . Ity togive
thema sense of ny catext as “Chinese-Caredian” writer so ITwax a little positiamally.

Turs nral dak dark ad 3 of s go axt to loal restarat fx fish Haidou's fav),
dhili tofu (TimLilbhan's, fav), dhiidenadpsnt, aan, lily shocts, flat psss, beer.
Nice packy meal - toomuch; Xi Chuan takes a doggy kag, We hirry a little heading
hare because Hiaizhou has to aatch suloway in gyposit direction. She and I agree to
meet at 8 Sinday nmorning far trip axt to cantryside tarple where she grewp.

Talk in taxi an the way back aot lack of famle poets; Xi hena littleat a loss
to take ttet an. Haizou talked earlier oot “political cxredress.” Benge
seavs prapered to let it be.

All tredirt tet fits-

Lost into theback alley of the living - taxd still pehesmind bl of taffic into
pothole and bike body - Xi Chuen'’s beast the minctaur - him lost in the dark
stainwel1 - architecting his peradigncf dirt - ro aows, firally the cicadas quiet
doan as the warm evening settles, cardgare an the doarstocp of the hibang, disk
ard the dust awoking against aldhrdidks, earth grards the heart.

Very relaxed moming - tea, noodles, bath, reeding stuff Xi Chen gavere last
nigt . 2t eleven I start at alag Jianguaren Daije to Friendship Stare, old
tarhstae framearlier tarist days. Bxdxarely hot and hanid trip - and tiring.
Baskin-Rddains next door hes pizza slices far 7 yuen (abot $1.50) sotlet’swat I
reve, a acke, ard then heedlack, hutirga little far sare bottled water alag the
way. Sower, wash sweaty clothes. Now aooled dosn after a shower and a cold
Beijing beer, waiting far Xi Chuen to aare by to takeme tomeet the Beijing poets.

No. 50 Hiarg Tingzi Bar is in NWof city and is run by a poet friedof Xa



then's, JianNirg, alsoa filmaker (“ChineseMomn, * *Black Bes”) . Cthexs there are
M> Fei, ShuCai, and ancther whose name T didn’t aatch. Zhau Jingzi cauldn’t make
it ht sads alag, franhimself andMo Fei, aaxycfaa:nﬁm-phlidﬁaﬂncf
antanparary Chinese poetyy (Fauivalences ) with both Sanish and English
taEktas.

We sit atside napatio in extrare (frmeat lesst) heet. Beer and tea. I drink Icts
more beer than they do. They have wives and girlfriends there who seam to seem to
e at acther table. Xi Chen’s girlfriendhrings aBrit wo's lived in Beijirg for three
Verr's —soa&aeaﬁrg‘smasatimIgatmirtamtirgta}e framher. She’s aroyed
by their (perticularly Mo Fei’s) dignissal of the Tainen/Hong Kong writers. She
thirks Beijingese are becoming too self-amfidat (and sel f-centered) . Mo el is the
most voeal of the grap.

mmmmwmmm&ysmd
my awn stuff that I've handed at to them. We all seem to agree cn the prahlemof
trangpararcy, mmym@immmmmmmmm
sare Riverdy. They praise Xi Chen's translations of Barges.

Their resporee tony gesticn aot the lack of waren writers is blark. Silence,

Heeted disassion, kxiefly, adnt “Lagege poetyy, * which they all seem to dislike.
% they're critioal of Zherg Ziguing’s and Herg Yirte's trarslation and pblica-
timn of Barstein, Sherty, adlazer. Bt I'mnct sure they understand; they heve a
udmmw.hmwmm,mmw&am, re
their relat-ioehip to the atside, seams a little self-cartered - though the comec-
ticrs with Sharghal and Yiren poets appeers strang. I think they’re reacting tony
anfacirg of the Narjing-Schou *ao-called Lagege” poets andny oan irterest in
the sorial ad the disgporic. T an'’t get any seree fromthemalnt: ethnic weiters.

At it's agood evening ad Xi Choen is a very usefill and generas interpreter. His
QW POELYY SEAITE 21 utx_}xemlrgxmxcf lyric sersikility (thoughhe's pradsed for
et usirg “17) ad froml irowetion. He's also guite well reed and thoghtful
ant witirg.

ey 960819 Boiii ]

Yesterchy Haizhou Liu tock me axt to the tarple at Hairhou. She was bom there
add her prrert s sperd the sumrer in a peesart s hauee in the village. Her parents
were acrcrmics ad drirg the aulhral reclhitionwere st at to Hairdou to
terch inaamll school (a bhohist tarple aanverted by Red Qerds) ard be



reedated. The tarple has been restared as a tarrdst attraction and Haizdouand I
wandered thragh it kriefly anly to discover that her first hare had been damlished
by the restaration. We sat in the shade under sare trees and talked since ny starach
felt a little tader ad I dich't lavea 1ot of energy. Weraeged to get a taxd. o the
hor lag ride foar 80 yuen - a kartain - so the tripwas quite pleasant . Weheda
waderful time inher parart’s yard; they besically live ot dooxs inthisheet . Her
nother aocked up fresh food franthe garden - cam lyvead, weedy greans and garlic,
tafu, cuaaer and tamto. They had black eggs bt T didn’t try them. She care back
into tan withus ina ridety it degp taxd . Quite agood dy'.

far Haizdoa

node’'sgren'’s
agdic

likeyor father
i: o

skin

irsice thet eg
100 years

atsidedistaxces
lime

fireaeh, salt
ad straw

Last night drinks and dirmer-walk with my Canuck aarpadres, Roger Lee and Kai

Firally aoled off a little overnigt frantwo days of intense heat ard haidity.
Todky I meet with Chinese Writers Association pacple.

4 pm. Just back franmeeting with Jin Jianfan, Ye Yarkin, Niu Baoguo, and ae
cther, a critic, all rexesatatives of the Chinese Writers Asstciation (govermart
aoxoed) . I receiveda lectire an the nature of Chinese poetry franMr. Jinandan
explanation franMr. Ye cn why the Misty poets and the Canpus poets have not
been sooessfil - i.e. their poetty is herd tounderstand by the general reeder. 1
crirgeattlnpwerofa:stmrﬁmﬂesepaple}nld.kssmasImﬂdIsteered
the corversation to the “Association” its respanse to Tainen (good fram Ye Yankin)
ard Hrg Kang ard other matters such as ethnic minarity writers (they have a




armittee ad have created a magazine anly far *ethnic” writing) and waren
(10% of 5,000 marbers, hut rising since 1949).

Adis heartening meeting with power. I 1ng fox the gpen tongue of Xi Chuen.
Tnight we heve ancther official finction; dirmer with Ministry of Qulture pecple.

260820

This is a stawmch pausing.

Way \p that styeet of potholes

an the ather side of Bl Rark
Macknme Rolitics laoped her jail texm.

Tre are for dlantea is et food.
Take platy of ligos

deflect attertion to thewad
read Urumqui .

Raining ard, therkfully, a little cooler today. Haizou has kirdly set ypmeeting
with Warng Jiaxirg for the aftermom. He’s a very anfidat writer and speaks
krowingly abaut intermaticnal writers. We go to tearcom sauth of Tianamen. He
talks of artet addisorse, reads a little Raxault and Darrida. Uses “soul”® a let.
m}eslaga@pna:ymeTS.mia.Pémm&m(}i:ﬂng. Hiswife is
doing carp lit PhD in Oregon; she’s translated Atwood. Nice quy, a bit of an

*intermaticnalist,” quite a record there. But he has a gocd sense abaut how
writing works for him.

960821 Wednesday Beiiing

cloisame fish

in the restaurant
dell fich

for lunch

dao fu

ricew/ cold dish
of cucurber salad
sligtly picded
worce silent
beyond the window
bike stard

pay for it




After nearly twohour taxi. ride ttxroch hige traffic jaws toairpat - a littleaxias
gring thrauch tidketing ard searity becase of lack of directians, bt I just flow
the floward I'mnovan Shanghai Airlines flt 156. Unsure of wat awaits e over
next six days until I meet with Zherg Ziging who I'm conting an to set wp
meetrgs with the “Qriginals” in Nanjing and Suzihou.

Good adrplare unch of rice, beans, mest, beer.
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