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Fred Wah 

China Journal 

Ag 13/96 1 ;45 anvarm.iver Ain:x:rt 

B:nrl - ir:g ! 

"D3:rl t:irce• critiq l€S tlE ail er.gin;erW"O w::rl<s in Liq.a 35 m 35 off of flyir:g. 

NJ...!, a cc ple dfys later at G3t.e r:B3 f1.igit ~en h:ur fr::r B=ijirg, I pick tp er 

mrcbl.e ara..n:1 tlat n±im of •deed• tirre an:i with D:B:lMm rravie res:ra.t.:inJ in 

~alag with -w-at if c¥iz:g rrean; yo.i are d:cd all:e:tj{." 

'Illa flew m:k :irt:o Orira arlbla:::khi:ir. 'lmt ~' n::t: of ne b±. of trot little 

blarl i;mt of ne - d:.es it natter Wrich pm. - q.mter, q..antity. 'Il"E a.stars cg:!"t:, a 

~ Van:x::l.M:!r ~ 9-¥= "I v..as exp:ct:ir:g s:Ite::J~ Orin=se - rut 
yo.l sh:u1dl It ass..rre" ra ranirrls h:irrself Wal ra S9ES ne • With:ut E!\e1 su:h 

mira: a:nplkat.is:rs (i:anin:Ers) cf. :is:btity, ~' cg:earan:e, Wat W1tld 

tiat l:e like. [b ~ ~ arrl Vic Cblaran ever w::rrl?r ah:ut ttameJ.ve:; in 

tlat ~, e.er-test er q.ESt.im tlEir skin er rares~ arn:mof :ra:e? 

960814 8gn Beijin:J 

I 'rnrret at airp:rt l:y Oilie3e Ministzy of o.tl.ture i;:erm i., ZlEn] Min. SE g=ts ne to 

lrtel arx:l 1-eJ.p; ~ s::rre rrm:y. W: ~ te:l in ny rc:crn arrl sCE explains tlat 

Xi Cl.an ras cgre:rl to inteq:ret: arrl reJp ne rreet p:ets I'~ rrrntima:i in pr< p s:tl. 

Aft:£!r s:ne pue calls S'l? ~ S'E an 't :rea::h him. H= calls after-S'l?' s g::re, his 

Ergllih is fairly g:x:rl; re s m:sts \<..e g:r. t:I:g:tter inna::nirg. 

'n:yinJ to jucp ttE jet-L:g. Nire :talU m llth flr of B=ijirg h:tel, p:S"l. J.Et w:nt fi:r 

r.-alk tp W3r:gfuj irg. I sb:a:inrl to furl tl-e farcili.ar; a:n:;t:ru::tkn, M1a:l:rald' s, Ita¥ 

~ sta:es, nnbl.irg d ar g::s sin:E I v..as lEre in '81. krl cars, cars, cars. B.Jt 

s:.ill. J.cts c:C. l:Ji.qcla5. Yru can h¥ ju:t chl..t ~· I h¥ s:ne b::ttlfrl v.at::er, ~' 

an ii :etar t: rrrrll es. 

960815 9:30 am 

Nke W11k this na:nirg fronh:t.el s:rt of 1a:kir.g frr stl:e± furl 1:rEEkfast arrl 

firrl it o..e:- m U::rgri B:ridijie Wa:e I I-me a_'\eY_ gra:ey b:an p:ste bill (at 

~ ie:cg ii zable fran lure) arrl. a kirrl of rolla::l p:n::a}<E f illirl with rice n::x::rlles 



tran fi::r 5 l'\B1 ( $1) • I'm s:i.lat, ID 

rOY thlt t:t-e ~are ta:rl to fcreiga."s 

~-.....--!with. In fzd.:, I 'mrOY tlE CYB d::rin:Jrra>t 

CBTera:inJ tlE oce-e. 

ny rmn to yak al:ni. p::esj bi 1 i es m 

I ro..r to hn::ile t±e city t etc• Q..e3t.ims to a.9< him th3 

t:re:a"lt cr:nst:ru::t.im of~ p=a-:ic ~· 

in t±e .ro:m, dci.rk feel ~ e1 ill a: a.i: p:et:ry, t.rtil I 

I ~ g:J too ard/i h.n:h. very 

s of Wlr-gfi.rjirg Dljie 1a::ki.n;J frr ~ to 

re cr:d:!ts n:cdles with a;JJ Cl"rl. I ro:rll es with l::eef. W:! talk 

Yu Jian crd IT'BI¥ ct.re:- p::ets, g::s er al serse of ~ in Chin'i. H3 mn:ims l\.1 

J · 's "7a:o Il:x:urat• (iU Jm gi-....e:; rre a CI:P.r' c£ J'ile Za:o_, a coJ 1 e:t:im ct. 

µ::stcard • fXETS, later in !UnrinJ) / a krg µ:an that ffi th:inlG is 

hi: with Wrich re d::e=n't 1 ln'EFat ily ~. 

will< l:a:::k to lti:el ta<lirg a:ar •rulture, • wum re t:hirl<s is ta:> ¢t 

l:et:i..een high ard loN. W:! rmke ~ far ta1arr0Nvhen ra will t:al<e ne 

his e:h:nl area - Jlarl:rcy af lrts We:e re tEB:h:s Etglim -a.i: r.:m:- a:irµxt, 

afi:Erlm1. 

to D:rgsi :ailib.j ie. 9:aTs to l:e a b:tt.er- fi:xrl . I 

- tnfu with · cf. , rn a ' m, gra:n ~::e::s 

- 25 y. (little $4) ph.s ni.CE yarg writer fran H:n:hin Wo Q..JCIW'IO;) 

to try i rre. ~ n:::rtra::n. a..risire. I · 't try 

slurp:;. 

it 



I valkalay Ol:ulJ' Cll Jie tcwm:i:; T.i..aCITra1 arrl I g..a:;s I s:t: t.pm:re of a differ­
eo:E thm ta.al, w:erirg ny D:tt:fict11 Ctush:!r felt rat. A 9¥ en a hn::h lets rut a 

railly sb:ag smile, a1rn::st ]a.Jj1, s::> tlHt I ffitiJe r:icjt: tack.at him h.Jt ~ ~ 
feel brl al::x:ut cbinJ tlat, I:XOJir:g tack to himny <:W1 p1a:::E of pXaq, Write, n::w 

I an Write arl a± it a.t: in tlE frx:.e/smi.le d this g...vW-o' s ju:;t: n:t:ic:aj di ffera re 

arl la:: it a.t:, his~ sare s:x::ia1 pla:E, t:h=re, 01 a bn::h, tlE !Eat arrl hmidity 

tame:: t:lra.tjn.C tie city o.e:-t.S, l-a:d; t.e:t:3.nJ tlE diffa:a re. 

Chen Ibngdong 

Liar.g~ 

LiuMmllu 
Meng Lang 

MJFei 
Mo Mo 
W:llJ J:iax:in 
Xi Quan 

Xue Di 

fuJ:ial 
Zai Yanirg 
Zhang Zhen 

ZhID QicnJ 
Zl"Sl Dmyi 
ZalJir:gzi 

I.u Yimin (w:Iran in b.lsin:ss) 
W:lr-.g Ji.rg I Sa:> caiyu (S"anjci} 

<P=sticns far Xi Ch.an: 
-WV~ (Liu JlS1 is rail rare) 

-w&/W"D w:u1d }0.1 in::lu:E in an antlokgf of a::ntatp::rary p::Bb:y'? (list 

cine?) 
-wn is inpJrtrl: to }0.1 int.re~ ~? 

-H:nJ :&nJ-'Iaiv.en=se :p:::ets? 

-Wrich of W:lnJ pjrg' s writers are v.aren (Ri~ City) 
-file ¥1.1 at all iri:ete:;ta:1 in h:J:ro..zirg fans (gaza.l, t.taillci, etc.) fran cth:r 

a.l1.b..n:S? 
-Lb }0.1 a:q± old:!r Ch:in2se fams? 
-cb:m:t:ru:t.:i er a:n:tnrt:kn ct tlE roly, tlE rult-.iS"l, tlE id:al, reMidElle 

Yeh. 
-d:es p::etJ:y rave~ to cb with s:x:1al d :er 92? 



Sl.Iff it b:¥ s:o.t: 

ltlrmi.litar±:ctg:R" l.jp ~ t:rurisn 

'Ire Inp:rial trick~ 
o.e:- a:rq...ere:3 \ABt:a-

it 

Ee l.o::ka:1 - errl I la:k irto ~ - a\Oid (m ta±!) (5"0 ri.g1: m-r I tum to fin:l 

la:kirg ny Sn.tl.cer as I ~t.e this) 

h.n:h in s.icl=stra:t: rasta.n::ai: w/ ~ l.:l:a- a"rl tl:yirg to 'R::tu & 

\.e:J3tci:lLes. 'Ire girl ~ withny B"gliffi -~I frel g.rilty fi:r cnly fErvirg 

~nylcd<. 

(b.lt w/ 

's 



9(!)817 Saturd:y Miim 3; 15 

I.a.st n:i.gJt w:nt with Xi Ou:ln arl H.aizh::::u Liu (her l:x:yfriarl is .s:isratccn ~ 
Tim Li.lh.n:n W--0 p..It rre in ta.di with h?r an:3 Xi Cum) rut to Xi Ou:ir1' s ro:rn at 

tha Arts k:a:kcy :ins b u:ts, to-md allp:rt. 'Iaxi thirty-fi"l.e}"lEll ea:h w:v. S3t. 

am.n:1 his ~ (~ ra:m, p:ltCh, l::at:hrcon w/ will. sh:::w:!r, srall kitm:n w/ 
w:r.iUrg m:d1:ire, clca:t Wa:e re 'Writes) ere will linrl w/ 1::r:d'S. H= S::fjS vi l lqp is 
dirty ht: ra pJas to 'I.a: all trot dirt :in his writ:inJ, i-e talknatly ab:it: nywritirg -
re l'a5 q e::t-ims - (I think I talk toonu:h, I Si:uld ~ tlE q e=t-ims) . I try togi"l.e 

, t:rana 9:!"Se of ny ~as ~· w:ita:- ro I w:oca little p::sit.:kntlly. 

'lln:rs nna1d:c:kd:c:karrl3 of \JS cp ai: to lcx:al. :r::e:;t:an:art fr:r fu:h (H..ai.2h:u' 5 fav) t 

chili b::fu (TirnLiJh.Jm' S, tav) t chida-iarlpBU:, cnn. lily S u±s, f1:i: pa;, bR-• 
Nice~ rceil - t.co nu:h; Xi 01..aI1 takes a~ l::l:q, W; h.Iny a little fa:diilJ 
h:rre l:a:a ee H..aizh:u l"as to catd1 s.Jh..ay in q:p:sit d:ira:tkn. 9-e a'rl I cgree to 
rreet at 8 9..nH,{ rramir.g far trip a..r. to co..nb:yskE tatple Wa:e S'E gre.vt.p. 

'1alk :in taxi 01 tha~ l:D:kaln.t: 1a:k of ferrale i;o:ts; Xi Oun a little at a k:ss 
to tal<e tlEt 01. H.ai.zto..i tallirl earlier a1:n.t: °'p)l i ti ca] o::.ned:n::Es. • E.e1 Sl9 
SEelB µeµn:e:l to let it l::E. 

All tredirt tta: fits-

L:S: irtc tlE l:a:k alley cf. tlE livirg - taxi still p.Ita; rnirrlblur:ct haffi c irro 
p::tlD1e arrl bike l:x:ql - Xi Ch.an IS 1:mst t1'l: rnin::taur" - him lest in t1'l: d:u:k 

s::a:iThEill. - archite:t.irg his p:n:aiign ct dirt - I'D crew:;, fimlly tlE c:ica=ffl q.ria: 

d:w1 as t1'l: Ymin ENe1i11J settles, c:ro:d;;Frre en tre d::xrst.cxp of t1'l: hLc:r:g, d.5k 

arrl tre dS: mddr.g ~ aldl:rid<s, Earth gra.n:E tra !mrt.. 

\e:y re1:oo:rlrramir.g - tea, ro:dla=;, l::ath, re:dir.g sb..lff Xi ili.En g:I\e rre last 
n:igt:. 'flt. ele.e1 I start a.t: a1ag Jiarg.rrcm Dri. je to Friarl:hip !:tare, old 
~ fran earlier to..It:ist. ~. Ed:rarely h:t arrl hroid trip- arrl tirin;;J. 
'rake:; ne al:oi an hi.tr. JL5t ab:ut try Pizza H..t: b.Jt t1'l: lina.{:S tco mm. 
B:S<ln-R±bins red: cb:r tas pi2Z3. sl:i.a:s fer 7 }\.6rl (al:rut $1. SO) ro ti-at' s W-at I 
~, a a:ke, arrl thn tarlh:d<, hrcirg a little fer s:ne b:ttla:1 vatet" aknJ tra 
w:f:1. Sn.er, v.esl1 SM:aty c1cth:s. N:w a:ole:l d:J...n after a sh:J...er arrl a cold 
B=ij~ l:eer I vaitir:g frr Xi <hen to a:ne Pf to t:ake rre to Ir92t t1'l: ~ij~ p:a:s. 

1'b. 50 H..anJ Tirgzi !fir is in N"1 of city arrl is run l:y a p::et friarl of Xi 



, als:> f.i1m.U<Er ( "Chire3e M:x::n, • "'B1a:k ~) . 

Wr.se rare I · 't catch. 2h:u J irgz.i ............. .L.U..4 

, Eron hirrself CirlMJ Fei, a CXP.r' cL a~ artmd. 

(_jtµi u with lrth ~ EhJ]..im 

a p:it.io in 8<b:are (fr:rrre at 1Efl5t) h:l:C. BB:' m::i t:Ea. I dr:irl< 

tJ-an th:.y . 'Jh:¥ ~ wi.i...e:; ard gir lfriarl; tla:e W"D seem tD seem tD 

. Xi Ol.a1 I$ girlfrim:j b:-irg:; a B::it. Wn' $ li'\.Ul in B:ri. j irg fi:r 

s . I irtRa:tiry ~ fi:anh:r. 9-e' s 

~ {I::artia.llar ly Fei Is) diS'Tii.sXll of tle ~ ~ w:i.ters • 9"-e 

l:a::.mtirTJ tco sill (an ~-catered) . 1'b Fe:i. is 

t::JLrs1aticn crrl trey q e:t-j m Xie' s 

ny CW1 stuff tlat I'~ 1 BI drl a.t: to th:m. W9 all seem to cgree 01 tle p:d:ilern of 

tJ:cl'"l!::Pl[t"0'l'.~, prt.:iailarly Su Ori Wn c?S'rl ~ Fren:h 

s::rre Rii.e:qt. 1h¥ p-aj 9? Xi Oun' s t:r2ni1.atim:; cf. ~. 

'fr:eir ~::x::rf:le of w:rrm writ.ers is 

qn2ZlCBl 



ra=rl rata:i. '1lE tatple h:s l:an resta:a:l~ a trurist attnrtim an:ilhi2h:u arrl I 
\ax:B:ai tln:oljl it l::riefly atly to~ tiat: ter fu:st rare hrl l:an dm::U:iSa:1 
1¥ tre :re:>ta:atim. v.e sat in tie stBE m:Er s:ne tJ:e:s arl taThEd sin:e ny st.c:.mrll 
felt a little t.arl:!:' arl I di.dl't ~a kt c£. ErEIW. W?1caa;}:Cl tog:£ a taxi fir tlE 
rwr lag ri:E frr oo ~ - a 1::mgiln - SJ tre trip\<a.S q.ri.te p1res3nt. ve hrl a 
vm:B:M tirre inl"H'µn:at, s )0Id; lli¥ h:sically li\.e OJt d::as in this rat:. Ia:­

rrctte:- a:x:kB:i tp fre:h fa:rl fu:m tie g:u:d:!"l - ca:n l:ra:rl, v..a:qr gr ea s arrl g:u:-lic, 
tofu, a.nrri:er arrl tarat:o. 'Ih:yhrlblack~ W: I dich't tty thrn. 9-e ane h:d< 
into t.a-l1 with us in a rid<Et:.y ht: dB:p taxi. Q...ri.te a g:xrl ~. 

!td:i a I$ gi::a:n' $ 

gm: 

frrni.fy l:rrlies sh:m:­
S<lrl 

llEke ttat a:;g 

100~ 

a tsid? diS::a x::es 
1.IDe 

last nijit drinks arrl dinn=r-wk with ny e:u-uck crnp:dres, ~ Lee ard ¥ai 
cran (Lee RU. Mirg tire:1 oi fran tlEir lag f1.igi:. 

F.intlly anJEd off a little o.em:i.gt fran tJ..D d¥3 of i.rta-re rmt arrl h.midity. 
'Itx:h.i I~ with Chires: Writers !£s:ciatj m µrple. 

4 pn. Just l:ack franrra:cinJ with Jin Ji.ant.an, Ye Yanbi.n, Niu fu'.:g o, arrl ma 
c:th:r, a critic, all reµa:a L:t:i'\.e3 c£. tlE Chin:re filters /:iss3::iatjm (~ 
~ . I re:e.i"l.e:i a 1a:ti n:e en fu:: nID.n:e of Ci.:in::Ee p:a::ty fran.ML. Jin arrl en 

explaratial fran Mr'. Ye en W'1f tlE Misty p::x=ts arrl tre G:r!p..lS p::x=ts rave rd: 

l:'a:ns 1 x:e:sful- i .e. tlEirp:S:I.y isJ:mtltoud:!:sta rlcytiEg::1aalte::d:!::. I 
~at tlE ~of cm:;b:u:tim t:h::e= i;a:pJ e fold. h5 s::o ~ I a:u1d I stEera:1 
tiE ~to tre .,/le3::ciatim• its te::p:I re to 'Jall...an (gxrl fran Ye Yarbin) 

arrl fhq ¥alJ an:i d::lEr rratters ru::h as etlnic min:rity filters (t.}-ey rave a 



creata::l mgazjre cnly fer •et:.lnic- writ.irg) cn:l w:na1 

11e1lers, hlt risinJ sin::e 1949). 

rreetirg with p:w:!['. I lag fer~ cpn ~cf. Xi Ch.an. 

v..e cn::th:!:' affi cial fi..n:tim; d:i.rre:-with Ministly of Mture ra:p] e. 

'fre rure cliartlm is n::t fi:oi. 

cf liqra 

d:rfJ a:t at::t.at.im to tre \ad 

Unnq.ri. 

R::rinin;J a-d, th:rkfully I a little a:nl ff' t:r:rl:o/ • H..B:iztru I-as kin:Il.y ~ 

with WnJ Jiaxirg far tre a.ft.a::r.cr:n. re's a '\0:Y a:nf.id:rt: ITTter 5'rl q-i:i~ 

kro.-.rirr]ly in t.kral writers. W:! cp to ta:u:a:rn s:LCh of · ....,,.,,. .............. 

t:all<s cf a:rt:e<t: di s::n 1?:9?, rRrl5 a Jj ttle RJ °' u t a-rl I:a:r::im. 

Likes p::a:ry llie T .S. Elict:.. /id teuy m:ta:' ttm Git d:a:g. His \.life is 
li 's ransla 

z:d . SJ 



After ra:u:Jy t:wXwr-taxi ri:E tho.J;;tlhg;! traffic jars toa:hpxt - a little a1Xia.E 
g:lirg t:h:aJj1 tid<Et::irg ~ oo:uri.ty l:a:B se of :Ja:k d dire±ias, ht: I jl.st fkw 
the f1cw arrl I'm n:w en~ Airlin:s flt 156. lhs..n:e of vtat &Bits rre <::M:!l:' 

red: six~ util I rreet with Zh:r.g Ziqir:g WL> I'm co.nt:irg en to set t.p 

na:t:igs with the •a:igirals• in N:mj ir.g arrl 9..lzlnl. 
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