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Five Poems from 
Music at the Heart of Thinking 

FRED WAH 

Music At The H eart of Thinking # 70 

"E" not quite there in Delphi's mind slope except 
for the eggplant but on the peripherique the 
traffic is something else not unlike the quick 
movement of the small bug attracted to the 
light at the edges of the papers under the desk 
lamp. Now it's raining, finally, after three weeks 
of heat. Moths and what we call cedar bugs get 
in their last licks. Hermes comes into the room 
as a stunned silence in the middle of the yak­
yak din, a borderline coyote too excited by the 
lushness of the minutiae to pee on the post. This 
means time and space don't really matter. viz. 
Canada, Cambodia, Canaan, et al. 

Music At The Heart of Thinking # 71 

It's called "fat bits" on the graphics programs 
and it breaks up size into the labyrinth. It goes 
inside the larger to really show the invisibility of 
the city as only absolutely particular streets 
and buildings. According to Homer this change in 
the condition of experience corresponds to, I guess 
we could later say, Blake's beach. Heaven. Sand. 
Etc. The specific seems to operate in this, as you 
say, abandoned way but to have daughters 
makes me wish, naturally, for the right kind of 
jar, carefully, like the sack of winds Aeolus gave 
to Odysseus. Very carefully. 
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Music At The Heart Of Thinking# 74 

But Hermes really didn't give a shit as the patron 
of lottery looted the Apolline bank and simply 
rattled the man tic dice not very apropos that lump 
of marble lint plopped there on that hillside to 
convince us of the right answers to our questions 
yet I\ e noticed how the wrong ones hang around 
to stress the absolute equality of real unknowledge 
the air and the dust settled onto Delphi's trees and 
cafes was still for me and the spring really was 
cool and refreshing to the tongue thoughts seemed 
silent feathered and those birds overhead looked 
harmless in the light of such hillsides now who can 
fall or get flung over the cliff for 

Photo : Michael Ondaatje 

45 



.· T RIR R 

Da1'11i ma: 011 :f 01<1'>{ n: -enr boo 1 Tbf '1rms I'nfi.m11rr's B r ( .tlonb ) . 

011qlm B ,.bourteJ -he ngh h Jt the n twr m )f. lb ·rt.1. Hi~ ~ ·le ·ct·d f em. , 1L1blt 

1'1..!1011, \\J publt he :I 1111 4 O\', 'cWc c Pre . · 

.corqc Rml't1111q re cl\ ed the 1nn:rn r , ·ncr.11' • '' Jrd m pnccr: for T/Jr ;nnq of os111os 

11 ) J.nd 111 fi ·non for B11m11i._q 1 f 'ntn- (l 0 ). c ·ric n I and ~ 0 f f1mtn h.1w l ccn 

publt h d 111 Brtck \\here Frrntn t\ bemg ertJlt7cd. Frrnrn the b<. ok \\'ill t e r ul fahcd 

b\ RI Pre . 

L(s Brnndr regular!~ 1llu trJtc J\l'.r hr Turmrone Pre . 

1 01111 oo!t; ha., t\\ nc\\ boo our rhi winter, 011/ , mrc/Ji1y1 (RI ) Jn :I T 1•mnc1i/m· 

~Huse ( urn. re nc ). 

F F D_rck fn:quenrh'" nee about \\'rtttng for Prninc Firr. 

Thomns Fntdmrw \\ J l lrn in \ .111 ·ou,·er and mm cd ro Torom ) 111 l 8 111 order to 

"ork on a Ph.D . JC rhe L nm:r icy of oronro. i rhe i ror tC 1s on the tdl·.1 of hi ... ron 

111 conrc:mporJn• JnadiJn licnon . 

Afr smufro 1l'bbtn t~ an ItaliJn graduate rudent pc ' tJltting 111 Jn.1dt.111 lin:r.m1re. 

Knrt;n11n. ;11111rnrs, chi t uc' guc r editor regularly ·h nse poems for I'mmr Fll'r. 

Bob HnPcrlttck's "LcdJ an :I che J:ickrabbtct" \\' J 111adcquacdv ~re cmnl tn l rn11u l·irr 
\'III 2 :ind t rq nnred here. 

Robn1 Kraetsch ha planrcd a garden at ht~ ne\\ home 111 \ tcroria . 

,\Jm1111 K11t•srcr i J. -.ru1.knr of .11udian l tterarure It\ mg in ug burg, F.R . 1. 

fnck Lnl'ts- 111ith sav rluc ht~ dr.rn mgs 111chi!>1 sue wcre 111'>p1rcd b\ rl»l !mg the \\'orl' of 

Robcrr Krm:C'> h. \\'e regret ch.u chc quJllt\ of the rq rodu ric m doc:' nm do JU'>! 11..c ro 

rhc ong111al drJ\\ mg , "hKh .uc 111 colour .rnd arc m.1m rinll''> l.ugct. 

I nplmr \,Jnrlntr'. nm d , Ann Ht t<mc, \\'ill be published b\ Co.1 h I low. · I re..,., 111 

\1 ring I 8. 

JJ01w \Jclm•l•'s drJ\\ 111g~ from hts '>enn " l le.Hr or .u Re,r" "ere k,Hlll"l'd 111 J>mmt' 

1 tl"f VII , 4. 

bp, 1 /Jol's I rtltrninM\ g.uhenng of ( rg.m Mu~t p1cll"' 1:11t1tlcd \drat'd ( h:11n111 · pnrt1 oj 

n11 n11rob10qmplrr I'> forrhL<>m1ng Ii om Bl.tLI-. ~ 1m'> Pre\'> 111 \pr t11g I J88 

;\fuhnd 011dnnrp 's re ·c:nr nm cl I 11 tlH \/.·111 o rt 1 w11 h.1., bn-n lto1111nl h\ mmt 1ll1 , 

\r1p/J111 \ rub1trc.11..:he., lnglt'h .n rlH: L'111\t:1'>lt\ ol \ ' 1 c111t.1 ll L rL'lL' l\nl thl 1t>\crn111 

1Llll'f.ll '> \\\.lid Ill I <ll(f\ f()f .\lc,·Hnum I ( /111101 npou 

B111: \prm.ron ltH·.., tl1 < c1m.tl ,-\11 ·1 r.t, IHH f.11 lrnm l Ju.,k1 ,\l.1!.:111~ ,\lu..kn " t'> l'\ll'I ptL'd 

lrnm J nrnd 111 p111g1c.,, lt'lll.lll\d\ L.1llnl 1'Juf.ot:' J 11 ... 11111'1 rt uir h110~., .lit' J fr1111/1 ·111111· 

.111d Im 1 l'mmr IVrtfO ) 011 II nn11q h"th I \ lt1111 '> t11J1L' 

.rl111b c11 S11k111 1h\l''>1111 foo e J ,I\\ \\ ht'fl" hL· 1' ll'.11111' \ l'ill,tl .11 1 111 I \\<11 11tg1111 1 hrn1k 

< 11 I , ·ms l Ill 11 It· I 1 >11'11111111 11 , r 

ln11r \~11111111111/u, 1 1h1 H'11\ \\ '111 ·1 111 R "';1 lt11 L'.ll th \\'11111'1 l', l'ubltl l 1h1.tl\ . I ll'1 

Ill< I I lilt hon I /J1111 fOllt ilt 111( 1111d lltll' /JtJllJ/l J dth 11 1111 l') 

It th. l Ill\ ,,,, 111 ( 11 1 11\ I k1 1l111d 1111\d, I (I 1 I l'tl 
111111{1llfI1J' \ \ II I 111 l1J8 -

I 0 ) 



Fred Wah won the 1986 Governor General's Award in poetry for Waiting for Saslzatchewan 

(Turn tone). The five poems primed here re pond to Robert Kroetsch's "Delphi : Com­

mentary" in AdPice to ~Y Friends. Music at the Heart of Thinking will be published by 

RDCPre s. 

Bruce Whiteman is a poet, critic and librarian in Hamilton. ~ 

Errata & End Notes 
We apologize for the layout of some recent issues. Step are being taken to insure that 

the magazine continue to look as good as it reads. 

Typo unfortunately occur despite our be t efforts. We particularly regret those errors 

that crept into J. R . Lfreille's essay, "De La Litterarure-Franco Manitobaine " in our 

last issue. 
With this i sue, our period of erratic publishing ends. We are back on schedule and, 

with your upport, we'll stay there. 
Here are some last minute donor listings : Friend Dolores M. Hafley; Suppurter Heather 

and Glen Carruthers, Walfried Jansen; Sustainer Martin Kuester, Anne Szumigal ki; 

Benefactor Robert Kraetsch. Thank you all. ~ 
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