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Fred Wah

EXCERPTS FROM All Americans

We are all americans.
We met on the prairie. We hunt.

The point is, we must send a clear and unambiguous message to the world.
Almost every day, three or four weeks previous to the outbreak, we could
see squaws wandering over the prairie in search of the pomme de terre.
We have shut the doors after letting the horses out. Then we all
walked out by the back door, leaving everything behind.

Now we watch from the tops of hills, between the grass and trees.
Philander heard some sort of explosion and saw white smoke
and then we lost contact with him.
Most of all we were hungry. “That makes us a big stumbling block
to Rife’s plan.”
First we said to everybody to remain calm.
Afterwards, these are acts that we as a species have always been
capable of and we as a species have carried out.
Little did we think how soon we should pass through the terrible
ordeal that awaited us, this calling card of a global culture.
After all. we had settled in our new home when those who lived
near us began to be uneasy.
And so we hunt. We should not be second-guessing.
Someone shouted “We are being hijacked, we are being hijacked!”
How pleased we were that so far we had been spared not only from death,
but, worse than that, the lust in which fame and infamy are closely
coupled. We were shocked.
We never thought of ourselves as the enemy.
We had had no breakfast, not even a cup of tea before starting,
Despite the crooked deal, we decided to make no mistakes.
We would show the world that we could pass this test.
We reached Shakopee about sunset and drove to a hotel.

Long ago we decided to hunt down the folks a) who committed this act,
b) who owe us money, and ¢) who are hoodwinked on difference.
So that is why we were compelled to make our way as best we could
through grape vines, prickly ash, gooseberry bushes, and trees.
We have always done this.
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The Common Sky was compiled in early 2003,  Sandra Alland

at the height of the conflict between the
United States and Iraq. It features the
vigorous and textured contributions of
more than 8o recognized and emerging
writers from across the country-voices
who refused to remain silent in a time of
crisis. The Common Sky represents both an
immediate response to the threat of war
and a lasting document of resistance.

“Throughout recorded
history, it has often been
the responsibility of the
writer to speak out against

the monstrosity of war.”
from the foreword by Alistair MacLeod

Proceeds from the sale of this book will be
donated to the Canadian Peace Alliance.

www.acp-cpa.ca
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