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Premonitions was designed to be both open 

and focused enough to reveal one of the boldest 

developments In recent North American poetry: 

the brllllant, widespread achievement of poets of 

Ian descent, often writing In non-standard forms 

and dialects. Previous anthologies have been either 

too mall or conservative to convey the astonishing 

dive lty and eloquence of new poetries spread 

out among numerous networks and poetics, both 

esoteric and activist, lmaglst and deconstructlve, 

pldeln and purist, dlasporlc and Amerlcanlst, high 

literary and pop cultural. 

The over 500 pages of work by 73 authors 

le the result of three years of open calls for 

ubmlsslons, personal sollcltatlons, and searches 

through hundreds of books and perlodlcals. Its 

cenau 'however, can be qulckly defined: poetry 

first publlehed, performed, or authored over the 

last decade by North Americans of Asian descent, 

In language and other printed forms accessible 

to a reader of English. 

The exceptions to this tlmeframe are largely 

acts of recovery: selections from bodies of 

writing that, since the late 1970s, have been 

continually, sometimes tragically missing from 

collections of Asian American or ethnic llterature. 

At times this absence has been due to the geo­

graphical and discursive Isolation of various poets, 

their reluctance to publlah, or early death. Another 

cruclal factor, however, was edltorlal aversion to 

poetry characterized by homoerotlclsm, formal 

experimentation, and the use of pidgin dialects. 

P ry that Incorporated Orlentallst materials 

nd non-re II t traditions, or that developed multl­

or extr lngul tic approaches toward renewing the 

no.t.ile medium were al o resularly excluded. 

nthology I premonition of how poetry 

occur one uch barrle are removed. 

Ed or' A rword 
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honw-truths pi11-,1ppll's p.1rt fmsil through ftortilrz.111011 l11gl11 or 

l' l's 1ght rnul I h<: sk or dud.:s ilshing 

• 
rl'rng11i1e th<: plum<:s of ,1 pan1sh kind of wnrin • 

,111<.l'S tors as ll'rtain LYI es of Atl anti<. 

an 11n.1ls s meth111g from Anatolia w1th an ''im" ! 

• 
I f t'>tor , of che k 1 engender· che d1 erse fa<. es o religion 

II k111 I of scuff l1kl' hook and coat hanger inOate an<l imprinc cht:re 

• 
\ ar on •our balk 

I ,l\ no-\ or I ruin 

l eal Jear ucle.ir 

• 
"EH·r cry c co1 ' Te. ·, ! 

Trace 

11 d1o ·e b .in , .di ch.u f l.lScic l" 

( I) 

-"I can hard I · ke p dw ro.1d plo\\ ed." 
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Rl 1 Fl RTllER [ 111~{ · -\ l RI L LPTl lL IR B R T 
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• 
thoughts different 
sky's all animals, all 

paper, all chalk. Our 

• 
wntrng as 
anamorphous 
river cliffs 

the tableaus 

of voyage 
forgetting 

• 
She danced the strict linguistic sense 

babbled bavardage finger-painted thick 

memo-clouds in the darkening sky 

• 

• 
That's the secret 

ticket 
to silence 

na (frame) na's notation 

• 
. . . each box of art jangles (peut-etre) 
a purcha eon the edge of its own sequ nee 
reflects adjacent body-language events even foreign 

rhe container of white we unfortunately call history . 

• 
ohh a[ nigh night 

gypt 

ehx ___ ap1s. ____ ~ptx 
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• 
1.1 It 1t was a dr ·,un .i.:r.unm.1r mou111.11ni11 • 0111 1h · h}I o tJ 1 

11 tr ,t\ .111 .tppro ·1n1.1tt dls1r · hut instt·.1d tret llld 1nd1n • or 

"h.ll I ount on undn thl' tt'dar rel' dm: n h · th · ro.1d or 111.d 

I lu<· prnlls lo th· h ·.tn's prop ·rt· . 

• 
t'llul.1r mcmor lrnk ·d to un ·t e ft' t 

so 11111) 111 re ··dee.I as ,1bsoluce clo ure 

• 
I ' .rnt one erhn1<. rhrng here 
rtghc from che. cart. r -

orrc:11tat1 rn . 

• 
.J.111u.1r 1 bird 
huddle >n top of dllmne 

'\ 111d the 1 ·ner " " 

• 
Loki, 1ou 

toma<.h 

my 'OunJ . 

• 
'\ henever I mell the r.Hment · of me · ,1 'l or t.tpnu: on you 

I get 1e.1lou .rnd rr-1menc olJ Jan<.e .1 ten~k "rrhom code 

*t· hoe, 

• 
II the ·1ry 

· mg, th ,.....r .lt 

it) .ur. 
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WHAT PREVAILS 

F R ED WAH 

the tree this morning and the clouds 

today the same old mist-hackled mounts argue 

the stability of the unchanging present 

every day my mind drives up the road along the lakeshore 

valley of unavoidable distances on the shoulder 

when what prevails isn't rhythm 

but the poet's death 
(they think) 

on the eve of a new fascism 
the kokanee have forgotten the way home 

the spawning channels will be there long after 

the rust Todorov says Poetry protects us from 
even that line a trace of old track 

whole geographies, continents, pass by 

there's a light February snow today 
and a loop in the sememe 

that lets me dance. 
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TH PO MCA D YNTAX 

II 

l Ii t' 011 I h · ·d,'t' of .1 l.1 t' < .d lu I I.< ho 

lo this 1101 tnll I h.ll llOISC m.1kl'\ ll\l'lf. 

\() tht l.1kt• holds .ill llOISl' 111 It\ dt•pth\ 

.rn I\ hen th · log l ,1rb it gtt\ it from th· l.1k ·. 

Al out 11111 • thou,,tnd ft'ct ,1hoH tht•\t' 1.tk . ., .111 l.1ke'> 

t hne 1s .1 gconwt r n( -.ound, -.onwrhin: I ikl' I l.tto's t.1v • o 11111s • 

It 1s from th.It onst1t1tt th · log's b,1rk c.1kts sh,q • 

,1 r ·sm1n lingo .111 carlit·r hark tond1t1om· I by clw .dpinc. 

I I 1stor ,1nd J h -.1cs. cousttc paradigms in ,1 hog of .ti •,1t'. 

\ hen I tell .111 m · cous111s ,111d nenJo; ,tl our this 

che ,· 11com · to11 eon the . hore · o chis l.tkc .ind dt:.1111t u1. 

Fr >m rhc b.1lconie. of ch ·1r summvr homes the ' ll .1sk ,1 lot of qut· t ton 
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FRED AH 

WANT RIVER PIECE 0 T OF THI MOVI G RIVER --· TREE BA K 

FLO ALO G IDE --· PA E BY FLATHEAD THI K ABOUT IT FAR 

AWAY I THETAMARACK TA D IGHTBUR l G 

I THE RIVER - I A HEAVE, A HEAVE - ALO G THE ---· 

HORIZO - LA GUAGE COME 

THAT WAY TOO ALO GA RIVER BA K HERE SEE IT RIVER WATER 

- COLD - GREE MURK GREE RIVER GREE GREE 

MOKYGREE --· MUD GREE COLUMBIA GREE GREY FLAT 

--· VI TA VALLEY LARGE - 0 A MOKY DAY KY BIGGER 

LAKE - TART THE KOOTE AY - WHAT CA YOU AY --· 

A RIVER TALK - TALK TO IT - RIVER - MOVE DIFFERE T 

••• BODY - MIND ALO EAL 0 

- WITHI THE BA K IT IT ELF TRAVELS FRAME HAPE --· 

TERRAI CLAY BANK LANDSCAPE ROCK WALL A D BEACH - WATER 

HEAVIER 0 THE EARTH'S FOLD 

NDER OYOTE U DER EARTH - WHERE - MOVE IT ELF DOW 

I TO THE EARTH GROUND IT ELF BY ITSELF I IT ELF HOLD! G 

0 TOUR RIVER HOW DO I TALK TO YOU WHE YOU 

- OFT OUND U UALLY QUIET 

•••• RIVER - WIFT HHHHHH 

0000000 KINDA GROA f G - A IT MOVE IT ELF ALO G THE ELEVAT! 

- ROA U DER THE W EIGHT MAYBE THE WEI HT I 

EARTH GROA I G - OMEBODY - GROA 

KEEP l TO LEFT - ET OUT OF - RIVER l TO LAKE 

DIFFERE AT ALL ALL FLOW LAKE J U T WIDER A D JTTI 

T l IA RIVER K D!FFERE T OL 

M R[ WHITE FROM W I D HIPP! 

R GREE TO WITH 

IT UP I TO THE AIR HEAVES THE 

LAKL I TO THE Pl IRA E - T HE PHRA E OF TH E LAK - Tl IE 

Pl IRA E OF T l IE LAKE I. Tl JE WIDE WI D HIFT FROM RTI J FR M UTl I 

OK J D TALK TI IE LAKE K A D REEK 

T WIDER Tl!. · !!EAVE MOR E 

SIT IUVL!l - I TO LARDEA D , I FEED IT EU 

I. TO JT<.,f LI IT OW WORD W I IAT W RD D A RIV ER PEAK I !OW 

WORD C OML WJIL YO T) TALK TO YO R ELr Y A RIV ER ME A RIVER 
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father it is fall 

the leaves turn 

the hills 
wait for winter again 

the river and the town 

the cars 
reflect the sunlight 
movement is in holding 

bodies with the years 

I am over forty now 

FRED WAH 

they took down the Diamond Grill sign 

mother has returned from China 

time 
is an interference 

with work 
music 

has shape (splitting birch this weekend) 

father 
again it is another season 

the turning of it all 

the spin 
is sound 
yet oundl s at the core 
to ay thi to you is nothing now 

nothing 

yet 
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fr m MUSIC A H 
H ART OF THINKIN 

II 11> II 

I . 

\l",\ liquid i., t ndomorph1t red 

o hrc: imprint or our .,<.·If 

it in tcn ·m·., <IS .l sh.1 l<rn on th 1s I l.111 l 

the skin ,lfl I the .di, all tlwse re.111 e.1r.111 ce 

all th<:se otlwrs, .ind th ·n hinh with ,1 Ide 

like one of our long noH·ls 

1ell fish<.' ctporat · I, fc:ll hill k 
th · urgent Ide\ as full of opttlit · 

m old felt hat gor \J c:t an I mug' · 

(f tngers I 1c ked) 

[ till .ic.lm1re th· electric ethl11l rt•\olucion or 
rhe 60 

the rem1 erature o the radiator 

e. <.<.·ec.I che circle o heat 

remember' hen the e '<' "ould '>J t ,tk 
the ' hole oul 
rhe I er n ignoring ecern1c 

' 1th che clear gaze char luloes knowing 
<.. 
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1 . 

kill is almo r a forgorren emorion 

sacked 
rhe rropisric car char poses rhe world 

emombmem in rhe nerves 

needled 
example: seismic surface figures 
fissures in rhe wall (jusr rhe hand, wriring) 

or a roral uaverse-enroure 

or jusr ro die in rhe bush 
char motif (fare comes ro see) 

278 



Ii . 

I rnc .111 .Ill idt·.1 I is1 

1n1t•ll1:1hl · or .1 l.111 •u.1t' · 

.Ill idiot clcwsn 't h,l\' t ' his O\\ n 1.1s tt' 

,1st . 1de.1, onsiclcring thl' t oma 

l ht I ond i ng rdkt 11011 .ll hl'arc 

,1 clt't'J llt'l'd 

of t ht till ·I I 1gl'nt · to rt"ndl'r ont' 

I t'r l ' t t .111 I ru 11dcl\\ n 

sun 110 morl' <. omt·s ill'IH I 1, 

n,t I\ t ', .rnd tt'ndt"r 



20. 

a thou and pits 

bri rtled slanringl y 

a death machine 

of some kind 

bur the offal 

(paris sea the way our -----------~ ) 
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21. 

l{ I n R ( , · T l II JOl Ra l ~ Ys '111 II '\ '11\f-'f'l· I> c >I.< >a ' 

h.1111y.ird :1.11n t'll'V,llor s1d111g 1nc111.1l11y ch. 1 h,l\d 

,. 'l's) or fluid <'Ms ll't\ ..,,, ·tic its m.1ppnl 1rn1 o\crl,1 • kq1 l ' 

his m 11 h.tnlhH11i11g o.,,1rns.1r.1 li1111J.; • (I l1kl' till' l1ghr . yrn ll 

s.1 •ing it coo m·.1r the o.,l'a ' <lll know wh.11 I 1.111't 'l' t o\ ·r 1 rhe 
syn.1pt1< o.,pl'l'd of 110\\ ou don't '>t'l' it tl<I\\ you do m.tkl' IC lll • 11 I 
it\ 11<11 n1.1dl' u1 .tll thl' hod1t·s .111 tlw fire .di thl' lme .di in the · 
ll10l 1011S. 

2 1 



22. 

ALWAY THINK THINKING INSIDE MY ELF NO PLA E 

wirhour dearh Kwakiurl ong sing or warch ir cramble and 

carch lasr blue Pacific horizon no end ro rhe complete rhoughr 

rransference of which rhe words "circling eye " Mao knew rhi i 

rhe life wriring quesrions even every rock erched in wonder 

somerimes rhar song feels like rhe masrer paradigm or river we 

rerurn ro wirh a sigh rhe archipelago synragmed "empry from 

breaching" bur rhe body as a place rhar is as a conrainer ha 

suddenness so rhe policies of dancing is a dead giveaway ro rhe 

peer 's "norhing will have raken place bur rhe place." 
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CO TRIBUTOR ' OTE 

The following note emphasize individual volumes the conrribu­

rors have written or edited (ranging from poetry chapbook to 

scholarly studies), other anrhologie in which their work has 

appeared, and their vocations. The author 's year of birth (when 

known) is also given, and a town or ci ry of work or residence i 

appended, if nor already apparent. 
The two most conveniently available Asian American po t­

ry anthologies are Breaking Silence, An Anthology of Contemporary 

A sia n American Poets, edited by Joseph Bruchac (Greenfield 

Center, NY: Greenfield Review Press, 1983) and The Open Boat: 

Poems from A sian America, edited by Garrett Hongo (Anchor/ 

Doubleday, 1993). Inclusion of a poet in one of these volumes i 

indicated by the codes BrS and OB, respectively. Work by everal 

of the writers also appears in an unusually poetical collection of 

prose: Charlie Chan Is D ead: An Anthology of Contemporary Asian 

American Fiction, edited by Jessica Hagedorn (Penguin, 1993), 

coded below as CC. A much smaller collection of both poetry 

and prose fiction, Dissident Song: A Contemporary Asian American 

Anthology (DS), was edited by Marilyn Chin and David Wong 

Louie as a special issue of Quarry West (no. 29/30, 1991). Al o 

noteworthy is Without Names: A Collection of Poerns by the Bay Area 

Filipino American Writer's Group (W ), edited by hidey 

Ancheta, Jaime Jacinto, and Jeff Tagami ( F: Kearn y tr et 

Workshop Pres , 1985 o.p.). Juliana Chang (Department of 

Eng li sh , Bo ton College) is pre enrly preparing an antholog y 

that focuses on earlier Asian American poetry. 
These note by no means form a complete bibliog raphy. 

Those searching for more work by individual writer , often scat ­

tered ac ros many periodi cal and our-of-print volum , hould 

sta rt from th citations g iven in A sian American Literature: An 

Annotated B ibliography, dired by King- kok heun g and ran 

Yogi ( Y: Modern Lang uage As ociarion of Am ri a, 1988). 

Many of rhe book cited below were is ued by mall pr e 

who t publicat ions art nor widely di rribur ~d or that no longer 

558 
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urric ulum ProJt'CI 
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Philip( 1ne . rht P.lllfl l l,1nds 

I IH I on • hou 
'J Bloor St re t c t 

Du1h1t Houk 
f.1 ii or du r \ll < 

I 01 \\c t rt11rd ,\v nu 
V.11uou\lf, Bru1 h C olurnb1 
\ <ii I K < 111a l.1 
(.00) ll -11 

( Rl IL R- ( b l >< 1 . PI . D. 111 

n iH·r I(\ f 111111 I hll .. l '0. 1\ . ' 

r f LH rarure, ni ' er 1n of dll' Phtl1J I int· 

111 tht ,,,. lu1 oj tlu 'f hr t /.1/,111 /1 :-..[o, er I di 

an-1 ubl 1 hed hook. 

11r l Prutt 

rnJil', , r,1Juare '1.nrer .rn I llunct:r 

ni ver ·i ry < f 
-t nt. Tht 

F 11, P.1rtJ 
\\:',1:hing:c n, 

l' \\ York. l ltr h) k o( I Ot en 

l. · l el l uc.lt 
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Roots (New Delhi: Arnold-Heinemann 1980). Has al o written a 

memoir, Fault Lines (NY: Feminist Pres , 1993) a novel 

ampatly R oad ( F: Mercury House , 1991), and the critical 

rudy Women in R omanticism: Mary Wot!stonecraft, D orothy 

Wordsworth, and Mary Shetley (London: Macmillan 19 9). 

Anthologized in CC, Other Voices: Indian Women P oets ( ew 

Delhi: Penguin, 1993), DS, H ome to Stay (Greenfield Review 

Press, 1990), and Contemporary Indian Poetry (Ohio UP, 1990). 

AGHA SHAHID ALI b. 1956. Associate Professor of Creative 

Writing in the M.F.A . Program, University of Ma sachuserr , 

Amherst. Six volumes of poetry, including The Beloved Witness: 

Selected Poems (Viking Penguin, 1992), A Nasta/gist's Map of 

America (Norton, 1991), and The Half-Inch Himalayas (Wesleyan 

UP, 1987). A revi ed edition of his translation of Faiz Ahmed 

Faiz 's The R ebel 's Silhouette: elected Poems will be publi hed in 

1995. Al o author of T. S. Eliot as Editor (UMI Research P, 

1986). Antholog ized in OB. 

BIRLEY A CHETA b. 1954. Coedited Without arnes: A 

Cotlection of Poems by the Bay Area Filipino American Writer's G roup . 

Anthologized in D . Watsonville, CA. 

THERE A HAK KYUNG CHA 1951 - 1982. Author of 

DICTEE (NY: Tanam Press, 1982; rpr. Berkeley: Third Woman 

Press, 1994). Edi red Apparatus (Tan am 19 1 ), a co ll ction of 

film and semiotics-related writing by Roland Barthes, Bertrand 

Augst, Maya D er n, and other . Anthologized in lIOTEL 

(Tanam, 1980) and previously unpubli hed poem will a1 p ar in 

I 11ce 2 (Kaya Production, 1996) . An a rchive of her work in 

vid otapt, writing, p rfo rmance, and gallery art has b n e tab­

lished at th ni tr ity Art Mu eum, niver icy f aliforn ia, 

Berkeley. 
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.111d J l If 01 rnl'd u 11der IH r 1t 111.tml'\ 11.trn • 

•• 111 h .11H isco . 

.J l I I ( I 11 

.'it"· Ill lud111g /) \ .ind , \l t11 011 Ht11 : 1 w (, 1 \\ 111111 (l'lum 

I l) l) t ) I I i " "o l o I c rf o rm a r H. ., 111 c.l 11 d t' ' \ 111I.J11 I. 1 H vo ~IL I l 111 ,/ 

I / 11 /1/1/hn \\ 'I'' .rnd 10, 01. 'f /Jt \f'f'ro\11111/t !11)11111 f 1111u 

1\1 11 l?ol1trl l.0111t1\ .111 hant 1su>. 

/\t 1\ RI L'I Ill b 1955 Profl'ssorofCrl'.ltt\l' \X' ncrn '. 

l ll'go c.Ht' U111 \ t'l'<;tl) I ook" of poerr · .trt' 'fh Pho 111 

I ht f tn m h'111pt) ( l 111ncapol1-;: ! dkwt·t· I bl1Lions. I lJl) I ), n 

I u·.11j H 1111hoo ( Jrl'cnf 1c:l I Rt \ tl:, , P, 198 Amholngi z · I 111 

( , 013, ,1mong ocher . \ 1ch l ,1 \ rd \ ong l.ourt, 01.· l1tl'd I \ 

o transl.ired ·1 ;,, t!utt I Pot1111 oj ,\1 (j111, \\'ilh b1 •cnt 1 O\, n '· 

ri l I I K b. I 950 I I 1 · ctond book of I Ol'ITI 
/ ltn ( J l)l)l)), t'> ,, , <tt l.1l le from I .unboo l id 1 1.· Pre 
chl' I tr c, ' f t// ·1 ho111,1JI I \\ 11ht1, lu long ht1.•n our < 

ncholog1Zt' I 111 r;, .111d OH 11,t ul1c1:d or o d1t <l 
.1ntholo:•11.•s, 1ndud111n 'flt Ht1/ oj H.1111boo !' ti : fl 
\\ rit1n' Q1,,111trh (l.unboo l 1dgc P, }l) ), mt!/ /1 

//,71 .111 (spl'ci.tl 1 sut ot" b.1111l N. /it 1.2 [ll) l} •. n I ti 
1\ 11 \ 11rlt!1 l ,Jfl.'tl.'t1\Lo1'\\n1tr 11 nilulu I er 
l fl' ·1:i1 k • cory, J l)-, ') oord1 t1.lll .111 I c • h in ch 11. . 11 

l <cc 111 dw thool I rogr.1m in l lurn lulu. 

11 l l.ll) 1r.1du. r1.d tr 1 n ch 
rl'.ICt \ l \ nc1n,!.! "mm l t tnn l nnu Pr 

tt·••ncr h·llt)\\ .tr c.1nlllr I l nn r IC\. 
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JANET M. CHOI b. 1969. M.D. candidate, Columbia 

University, New York. 

JEAN HYUNG YUL CHU b. 1967 . Ph.D. candidate Engli h, 

University of California, Berkeley. 

FRANCES CHUNG 1950-1990. Intermediate school teacher 

on New York's Lower East Side until her untimely death. A 

posthumous collection of her poetry, Crazy Melon: The Poems of 

Frances Chung, will be published by Kaya Production. 

JOSEPHINE FOO b. 1962. J.D. candidate, Univer ity 

of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. Author-illusrraror of the col­

lage book Karl Barx: a little beagle story (Providence, RI: Lo t 

Roads, 1994). 

E SHU FOSTER b. 195 7. Chair of the teacher ' union and 

English department at Hollenbeck Jr. High School, Boyle 

Heights, Los Angeles. Presently on leave to attend the U niver­

sity of Iowa Writers ' Workshop . Spon or of Poets Beyond Mad­

nes , through which students perform work city-wide for public 

street fairs, poetry fe rivals, and local mas media. Author of 

Angry Days (Albuquerque: West End Press, 1987), co-tran lator 

with tephen Kessler of Akrilica by Juan Felipe Herrera ( anta 

ruz: Alcarraz Editions, 1989), and coed itor, with aom1 

Quinonez and Michelle Clinton, of Invocation LA: Urban 

M11!ticult11ral Poetry (West End, 1989). ity Terrace Field Man11al, 

a book of pros poems, is forthcoming from Kaya Production. 

VJ TERA b. 195 2. Profe sor of English, Humboldt 

niver ity. Has publi h d a book of poem , Dragonfly ( an 

Antonio, TX: Pecan rove Pr , 199 ), and a book of critici m, 

Radical lSlons: Poetry by Vietr1c1rn Veterans (Athen : eorgia P, 

1994). Poerry ha been anthologized in OB, D , and Merz of Our 
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f 11111: \JI 1\ 11/ /Jo/11.~ oj 1\ f ,tf, fJot/1 111 fJ1Jfc111/101·11J} 1\ 11/t 1·1 .t ( l 
, ·or, 1 1.1 P, I 91) '). 1\ rl.11,1, 1\. 

JI •. ! A !IA 11 · 1 )({ h l 1)1 1J.A111horof thc:novel/Jo•c1/trJ 

( I 9 1JO ,\l1d s H·ral ol u mt s ol po ·1 r · .111d shorr fi ruin. 1 nc I ud 1 ng 

Oc111gu· 111cl I Ct11tl) (I <)91), ,111d l'clitor o < •• dl puhl i htd I y 
1 l·nguin. rotl' st.rc.·t·npl.1 for thl' ltlm /·n1h Kt!/ Chu Lea 
'h<:ang, direuor, 199 i). P<:rforman<.e .in IHl'll'S 111llllcll' r \t11)(1r/ 

1\1 111/l, pt'rformed ,ind c.o-\ ntttn "llh l l.111 ( ng. Anrholog1zed 

111 I r, OB . .tn I 0111 from llnd1r: '/c\/1 h; \Vi1111t11 Pa/omld11u 

1\r11111, L ·nora ham1 agnl', l'd. ( : 'I heatrl' ,ommun1cac1on 
, roup. 1990), among ocher . t'\\ ork. 

KI lIK II l1 b. 1955. Prof<: or of , reart\'l' ~ · ricing, 

)uerns , liege. Cit Uni c:rsicr of t \\ York. Htr book. o 

poetr / in<.lude Au- Pocket (1989) and F mhot ( t t 9-). boch pub 
l1shtd b · I l . nging Loo e Pn:> s (Brooklyn). mhologizc:d in Br 

.ind ' '. l lcr third rnllenion t pour}. ·1 ht l 11bt 1ri1blt flt 1rt. 1s 

forthrnming from Ka •a Pro lul(ion 1n 1995. 

I TRI 1 Y. IK •l b. 115 I. t\urhor of thl' rnlkuion ot 
1oem llo11.1eo/\\'ood, llO/tJc oj ,/1(Cll·,L'l.1nd c.Hl' P. ll.., '). 

nrhologiz J in Br.\ ,rnJ \f udtll of thi l 1111 t1 it. \ 11 J\ 111holo <>/ 
th Pro.it Pm111 ( btrl1n olkge P, J l l)5) ow wricinc: mo dy 

u IJhi c mona. rt<. l1k, p.trl'nnng, .ind I iriru.1licr in 
l ' ' l ' r ·d.iy life. akl.in I. 

F b l l) , 

rl'~on ~'r,Hl' 'olkgc nob ill{ lu IL ! c11 l1 /nm 1111p 

(!\ (inn '<tpoli : olfre l lou-.l Pre . I l)l) ). 'f It /3111./h.1 h.m !11 
l 01 11 ll1 ht ·ll 9<, '1ch 1.1rrcrr K..wru I lon~o .ind 1.111 
Lrn (Bu ldh.1hL.t I Pre , J lr l).j ... 1n l Bt 01t tlc 

The\ ll.1ppc lie 1 (f.torr )\\, l l - I . 
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MICHAEL ISHII b. 1968. Ediror of a pharmacy journal and the 

literary magazi ne Painted Hills Review, in Davis CA. 

JAIME JACINTO b. 1954. Anthologized in WN, D , and Br, . 

San Francisco. 

MYUNG MI KIM b. 1957. Professor of Creative Writing , an 

Francisco State University. Author of two books of poetry, Under 

Flag (Kelsey Street , 1991) and The Bounty (Chax Press , forth­

coming). Anthologized in The Forbidden Stitch (Corvalli OR: 

Calyx Press, 1990). 

WILLYCE KIM b . 1946 . Stacks supervisor in the Graduate 

Library, University of California, Berkeley. Author of two works 

of fiction published by Alyson Publications (Boscon), Dead Heat 

(1988) and Dancer Dawkins and the California Kid (1985) and 

three books of poetry, Under the Rolling ky (Maude Gonne Pres , 

1976), Eating Artichokes (Oakland: Wom en' Press Collective, 

1972), and Curtains of Light (1971). 

ROY KIYOOKA 1926-1994. Among this pioneering writ r 

and multimedia artist 's many publications are Pear Tree Pomes 

(Toronto: Coach House Press, 1987), Fo11ntaineblea11 Dream 
Machine (Coach House 1977), Trcmscanadaletters (Vanco uver: 

Talonbooks, 1975), evertheless These Eyes ( oach Hou , 1967), 

and Kyoto Airs (Vancouver: Periwinkle, 1964). Hi artwork i 

documented in Kiyooka 25 Years, a catalogu produc d by the 

Vancouver Art Gallery. 

LEWI KLAHR i a filmmake r widely known for hi collag 

animarion, including the ational ociety of Film nt1 c 

Award-winning The Pharoah's Belt. Distribut d by anyon 

inema (Berkeley) and Filmmaker oop ( w York), hi work 

ha been included in everal Whirney iennial exhibitions. 
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.J l r ( I/\~ J\ h l I) 

1111/ic \\ or"hClulson 1\ 10,111 Boo , 198 
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n hot, 199 1). Author 01",1 hook of cl ti Ir 11' 
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JULI ET . K 
I 1d g<: P, I 995) ,u1d II do R,11111 (B.1rnhoo Rid}-:<: I', l 

-Ol' liror \ irh Auh ong of 11/tl tu ( louhh· 1 m· < f Ii 1111 

/~ ,,~!!,t 50 51, 199 I) 1 lonolulu. 

t\ fl TA K R b. I ) ) 1 1 c.rnc Pn k or of l n rl1 h. 

Un1ver ·ir, f Flond,t, J<lll1L'S\ ilk Pl'rlorm.111te ,1rc1 .. c J ho Jour­

nali c, e ,1 ·1 r, .inJ lolumn1sr "ho'\l' work h.1 ·11'1 •.tr 111m.11 

.ic.1dl'mi · .111d •Hts iourn.tls in borh rlw Unirt.d c ltc . nd Inda i 

[l'mb r of l m1 a c V1 u.ils, ,1 t.\\ 1 urk-h.1 t l 11 I er. ti\ >r 
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I l)t) I ), 8111 o/l/u1p01:ll'l \\"ollltl/
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1/111 
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,, Bt I of /, in ( nd1or). 1 t" 1 ork. 
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CHRI TIAN LANGWORTHY b. 1967. M.F.A. candidate in 

Creative Writing, Columbia University. Chapbook of poem 

entitled The Geography of War is forthcoming from Cooper Hou e 

Publi hing (Oklahoma City). 

EVELYN LAU b. 1971. Author of three collections of poetry, In 
the House of Slaves (Coach House, 1994), You Are ot Who Yo11 

Claim (Victoria: Press Porcepic, 1992), and Oedipal Dreams 

(Vicroria: Beach Holme, 1992), and a collection of short rorie , 

Fresh Girls and Other Stories (HarperCollins, Canada, 1993). Her 

autobiography Runaway: Diary of a f'reet Kid (HarperCollins, 

Canada, 1989) was made inro a CBC-TV "Movie of the Week." 

Vancouver. 

CAROLYN LEI-LANILAU b. 1946. Author of Wode Sh11ofa (My 

Way of Speaking) (Santa Fe: Tooth of Time, 1988). Conducting 

research on Nu Shu, the secret women' language of Hunan 

Province in China. Founder of Hale o Hawai'i ei, an organi­

zation dedicated ro Hawaiian culture and traditions. Oakland. 

RUSSELL LEO G b. 1950. Ediror-in-chief of Amerasia }011rnal 

and author of The Country of Dreams and Dmt (We t End, 1993). 
Anthologized in OB and CC, among other . Los Angele . 

HO H LE G After attending college in ova coria and 

publishing poetry in everal journal in the early 1980 , incl ud­

ing The Antigonish Review and Bridge: Asicm American Perspectives, 

this innovati e poet vanished from orth American literary 1r­

cles, de pi re the effort of everal edi rnr to find him. 

WALTER K. LEW b. 1955. E<lirnr of Al11ce: A )011rnal of 

Transw/t11rctl Prod11ct10n and author of Excerpts from: JKTIJ 

DJKTE for DI TE ( 1982) ( eoul: Yeul Eum a, 1992), a 

crmcal collage on rhe work of There a I Tak Kyung ,ha. 
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1\ ..,soci.uion 

1989) an l, wirh t\nw Ling . g .1 /111: tlJt 1.11 1,1110 

\ 111trt t1 Tc.·1111 k l P. J t)l) I ). I kr forch om111g l ok 1n 

memoir \ l ui11~ tic cl : \ \\ 01111111111/J, I.di E 
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'L 11 h llJ') .... Prok 

L n 1 \ c. r tC \ o I \ 1 r •in i .1. 
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TEP HE 
Community College of Southern Nevada. The ew World Pre 

(Beijing) publi bed his first book of poetry, DreamJ011rneys to 

China, in a 1982 bilingual edition. Anthologized in Br , Chinese 

American Poetry (U Washington P, 1991), and D esert Wood: An 

Anthology of evada Poets (U Nevada P, 1992). 

TIMOTHY LIU b. 1965. Assistant Professor of English, Cornell 

College (Mount Vernon, IA). Author of the book of poem , Vox 

Angelica (Boston: alicejamesbooks, 1992). 

MARTIN F. MANALANSAN, IV b. 1960. Ph.D. candidate in 

Anthropology, University of Rochester. 

BARRY MASUDA b. 1971. M.A. candidate, University of 

Hawaii, Manoa. Poetry and an essay have appeared in the Hawaii 

Literature Conference Reader's G11ide (Honolulu: Hawaii Committe 

for the Humanities et al., 1994). Kula and Honolulu, HI. 

ROY MIKI b. 1942. Professor of Canadian and American 

Literature, imon Fraser University (Burnaby, BC), where h i 

also editor of West Coast Line. Books include The Prepoetics of 

Witliam Carlos Witliams: Kora in Hett (U Michigan P, 1985), A 

Record of Writing: An Annotated and IUmtrated Bibliography of 

George Bowering (Vancouver: Talonbooks, 1990), and aving Face: 

Poems elected 1976-1988 (Winnipeg: Turnstone Press, 1991). 

Edited This is My Own: Letters to Wes and Other Writings on 

Japanese Canadians, 1941-1948 by Muriel Kitagawa 

(Talonbook, 1985) and Tracing the Paths: Reading -:/= Writing: The 

i\1artyrology (Talonbooks, 1990), and co-authored with as andra 

Kobayashi Jmtice in 011r Time: The Japanese anadian Redress 

ettlement (Talonbook , 1991 ). Working on a documentary tu ly 

of the Japane e anadian red res movement, er ing chair of 

the RaCJal Minority Writer' ommitcee of the Writer ' n10n 
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of ( .111.1<!.1, .111d h.1s ,1 hook ol I <H'lll'), /\ /11 /0111 
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U G]. RNO b. 1967. Play include Cleveland Raining, Drizzle 

and Other Stories, Konishiki. Mon Amour, Gravity Patts from Trees 

and ew World. Work ha been produced at Ea t-We t Player 

Dance Theater Workshop, and Grinnell College. ew York. 

AL ROBLES Member of Filipino Creative Work hop. His book, 

Ten Thousand Carabao in the Dark, will be publi hed by the Asian 

American Studies Center of the University of California Lo 

Angeles. Anthologized in BrS, W , and Liwanag: Literary and 

Graphic Expression by Filipinos in America (SF: Liwanag 

Publications, 1975). Worked on Quiet Thunder, The Life of Carlos 

Bulosan and has performed in All the Things Yott Are (Poetry, Talk 

tory, Songs and Music with the Manongs). San Francisco. 

THELMA ETO b. 1954. Anthologized in the forthcoming 

Greenfield Review Press collection of contemporary A ian 

American fiction, Into the Fire, and Two Worlds Walking, an 

anthology of bi-cultural writers (Minneapolis: New Rivers Pres , 

1994). San Francisco. 

GERRY HIKATA I b. 1950. Professor of Creative Writing, 

Concordia University. Books of poetry include 1988: elected 

Poems and Texts! ineteen eventy Three (Toronto: Aya Press , 1989), 
The Book of Tree: a cottage jo11rna! (Toronro: Underwhich Edition , 

1987), A parrow's Food (Coach House, 198 ), hip ands I land 

(Toronto: anglia Press, 1978) and BARK! G OF DO 
(Missing Link, 1973). oedited with David Aylward Paper Doors: 

An Anthology of Japanese-Canadian Poetry ( oach House 1978). 
Anrhologiz cl in Hard Times: A ew Fiction Anthology ( rrarfor I: 
The Mercury Pr , 1990), Les Ma11x par !es Mots (Pari : Mercur 

de France, 1989), and Haik11 Antho!ogie anadienne/ ane1die1n 

Anthology (Hull, uebec: dirion A ricou, 1985). Among hi 

forrhcoming book are Aq11ed11c1: Poerns ctnd Texts from E11rope 

l ') 7') 8 7 (Toronto: The Mercury Pre s, Wolsak & Wyn, 
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l ndl'r wh11 h l ~d1111111s) .111d I.,/.:. i111 I U1L 1 \/(}II 

l'rlsl\) 10111r.tl. 

BR I 1\ "-IM ~ I I. b\ 1 
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RO Ll PllILLIPT1\ \K1\b ll II. ProlL' 1r< 

r.Hc l 111\lr 1t\, .1tr.1mi:nw, .ind 
Lirhor of ) 1/t1111 \l o It/, )01 L11t1 11; 1\I 1 1'0-·1 ht 1 

R1 I !er Prt' s, tt)"'")) .111d .1 rnlknion of I Ol' try. '//.c hm 

1 \ 111 ho/ op,) o/ J 1 /h/Jlt 1 t \ 11 u , i..11 111 I < 111.1 11 111 I' 
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(Tok, ): Do\ o l 11u1 .. u h.1. I< - . Ir . 

, \ Jiit m .111 \ 111 ho/·1 l (. l l l 0 . 
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BARBARA TRAN b. 1968. Community Affairs As ociate at 

the Jo eph Papp Public Theater in New York. 

TRINH T. MINH-HA Professor of Women's tudie and Film, 

University of California Berkeley. Recent books include Framer 

Framed (London: Routledge, 1992), When the Moon Waxes R ed: 

Representation, Gender & Cultural Politics (Routledge 1991 ), 

Woman, ative, Other: \Vriting Postcoloniality and Feminism 

(Indiana UP, 1989), and a book of poems, En minusmles (Paris: Le 

Meridien Editeur, 1987). Films include hoot for the Contents 

(1991), Surname Viet Given Nam (1989), aked Spaces (1985), and 

Reassemblage (1982). 

FRED WAH b. 1949. Professor of Creative Writing and Poetic, 

University of Calgary. Has published 16 books of poetry i nee 

1965; more recent volumes include Alley Alley Home Free (Red 

Deer, Alberta: Red Deer College Press, 1992), o Far 

(Talonbooks, 1991), Limestone Lakes Utaniki (Red Deer College, 

1989), Music at the Heart of Thinking (Red Deer College, 1987), 

Waitingfoi-Saskatchewan (Winnipeg: Turnsrone, 1985), Grasp the 

Sparrow's Tail (Kyoro, 1982), Breathin' My ame with a igh 

(Talonbooks, 1981), and Loki Is Buried at Smoky Creek: elected 

Poems (Talonbooks, 1980). 

WA G PING b. 195 7. Ph .D. candidate in omparat1ve 

Literature, ew York niversity. Lecturer, York olleg , ity 

University of ew York. Has publi hed a coll ction of short ro­

ries titled American Visa ( offee House, 1994). di ting the forth­

coming Kaya Anthology of ontemporary hinese Poetry, co-tran lat­

ed with Anne Waldman, David hapiro, d Friedman, L wi 

War h, and other . B ard member of the Poetry Project at t. 

Mark ' hurch. rooklyn. 
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\' tll be publt hed h Farrar, er.tu., ' 11rou . 

K R · TEl YA 1A, IJIT b. ft)!. 1\ 11th11r 
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JEAN YOON b. 1962. Writer and theater artist. Works-in­

progress include a poetry collection, Under a Hostile Moon, a por­

tion of which was published in 1993 as a chapbook of the same 

ride by Two Bines Press (Toronto). Toronto. 

WAHN YOON b. 1967. Writer and co-producer/founder of the 

theatrical production company Burning Tyger. New York. 

CYN. ZARCO b. 1950. Author of the book of poetry 

cir'cum•nav'i• ga'tion (Tooth of Time, 1986). Anthologized in BrS 

and The Before Columbus Foundation Poetry Anthology (Norton, 

1992). Co-author of Wild Style, a fashion chronicle of 1980s 

downtown Manhattan (Simon and Schuster, 1985). Also an 

accomplished photographer, she writes UpLate, a column of fear 

and loathing in Miami Beach. 

ALI ZARRIN b. 1952. Adjunct Professor of English, University 

of Colorado, Denver. Has published two books of verse in 

Persian and two in English, To an Alien and Modern Marriage 

(Alien Books, 1985, 1993). Anthologized in a special issue of 

The Literary Review devoted to Persian literature abroad. 
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ell thl• nd more. 

-Stephen H. Sumida, University of Mlchlpn 
Author of And the View from the ShoN: Llt.,,,'Y 
Tradition. of Hawaii 

Come reed over here nd let Fred W h open 
up• vein, or have Seeehu Foeter •lie you 
• eecond mouth, or let Evelyn u put her foot 
up your peyehe. When you tum thl• emokln" tome 
elooee, you may not be able to •et the poetic 
Ileen- plate number, but you wlll deftnltely 
know It w• felony hit-and-run. 

-W•nd• Colemen, Author of Hand Dance 

Cover photoCJ8Ph by Richard Barn1• 
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PREMONITIONS 

This anthology, itself a work of art, represents an 

overwhelming aesthetic, intellectual and political 

achievement. In over 500 pages of poetry, among 

73 poets, there's not a weak link; not a dispensable 

poem or a less-than-accomplished or unexciting 

poet. The editor, himself an experimental poet, 

has arranged for us a visual and literary experience 

that takes us beyond academic lyricism into the 

maelstrom of history and language making itself. 

All modes of poetry, from Buddhist odes to video 

poetry, appear here, but in edifyingly unpredictable 

ways that render them, in the best sense, uncat­

egorizable; well-known writers like Lawson lnada and 

Jessica Hagedorn appear along with new poets like 

Hawai'i-based post-colonial postmodernists Barry 

Masuda and R. Zamora Linmark, lndo-Brechtian 

Amitava Kumar, and heretofore well-kept secrets like 

New York Chinatown's Frances Chung and the Black 

Mountain-influenced Canadians Fred Wah, Ho Hon 

Leung, and Roy Kiyooka. Gay, lesbian, and erotically 

daring women's poetry, L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E-based 

poetry and a new generation of Vietnamese American 

and Korean American poets are foregrounded here 

for the first time. 

Neither a multiculti feel-good anthology, an instru­

mentalist teaching anthology that condescends 

to its audience and subject matter, nor an Orientalist 

rehearsal of anti-Orientalism, this book will liberate 

the reader from the strictures of the known at all 

levels. An exquisite artifact of activist experimen­

talism, theoretically smart and so beautiful it hurts, 

Premonitions promises to be a landmark in American 

letters for many years to come. 

-Maria Damon, University of Minnesota 

Author of The Dark End of the Street: Margins 

in American Vanguard Poetry 

hardbound: ISBN 1-885030-13-4 
paperback: ISBN 1-885030-14-2 
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