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Jerry Lampert, writer and friend of writers, died too young in 1978.

Those of us who knew him have wanted to establish and contribute to
a Gerald Lampert Memorial Fund to be administered by his widow,

Arlene. At her wish the fund will finance an annual scholarship for a
young writer. ’

Selections from the work of 102 poets appear in this book. All those
contacted, and in some cases their estates or publishers, have gene-

rously waived their permission fees and all royalties have been as-
signed to the fund.
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X Song

What a wonderful way
To come into the city
All over the bridge

O
ver
the bridge.

Fred Wah

X Tree in a Street

Why will not that tree adapt itself to our tempo?
We have lopped off several branches,

cut her skin to the white bone,

run wires through her body and her loins,

yet she will not change.

Ignorant of traffic, of dynamos and steel,

as uncontemporary

as bloomers and bustles

she stands there like a green cliché.

Louts Dudek
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chosen because it is a tour de force and because its brevity
makes it easy to recall, providing an instantly memorable treas-
ury.

Over 200 poems have been artfully arranged around linked
themes, reacting against each other to create a special insight
into the poetic process and a superb overview of the breadth and
depth of Canadian poetry.
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